Minutes

Southampton Conservation Commission

Larrabee School Building

October 5, 2005    Time: 7:00 PM

Present: Pamela Dods, Robert Floyd, Mark Kassis, Rick Thibault, Dan Rukakoski and associate Zbig Lewantowicz.  Commissioner Ed Fern and Associate Ed Nied Jr. were unable to attend.

7:00 PM Meeting Commenced

Mr. Robert Floyd called the meeting to order.

Open time to the Public

Jessica McConnell of 24 High St. requested to provide temporary secretarial duties for the Conservation Commission.  The commission agreed that the position needs to be filled but more research needs to be done to decide upon a salary.  

Mr. Kassis made a motion to have Jessica McConnell provide temporary secretarial duties for the October 5, 2005 meeting with salary to be discussed at the next meeting.  The motion was seconded by Dan Rukakoski and passed unanimously.

April West of 54 Strong Rd. requested to know if the Labrie parcel (RDA for the property between East St. and Strong Rd.) was on the agenda.

Mr. Robert Floyd responded that the meeting concerning this property would commence at 8:15 PM. 

Correspondence

MACC 2005 Fall Conference announcement

Forest Cutting Plan for 186 Pomeroy Meadow Road

RDA dated 9/30/05 from Holyoke Gas and Electric regarding installing a gas line 4 feet from the edge of Route 10

Copy of Plan of Land prepared for W. Marek, Inc. for property on Rattle Hill Road – “Approval not required”

NOI for 23 Blummer Rd from the Department of Environmental Protection dated October 3, 2005.  The proposal is assigned DEP File # 289-0154.

WPA Form 3- Notice of Intent for 23 Blummer Rd., including payment of $67.50.

Old Business

Mr. Floyd said the Conservation Commission paid the past due notice to the Gazette concerning the legal notice for the Highway Dept. Glendale Rd. project in order to keep the Commission’s credit in good standing with the Gazette.   This bill should have been sent directly to the Highway Department.

Building Permit Procedure

The Commission still has not received the recommendation on verbiage for the building permit form from Kopeleman and Paige, P.C. 

Proposed Cook Road Barrier

Mr. Rick Thibault discussed the dumping problems and progress on the parking area for the Cook Rd. Conservation Area.  The debris, witnessed during the January 2005 site visit, still has not been removed.  So the decision was made to send a letter to the Highway Dept. requesting an approximate date for the clean up.  

The poles to create a 3 ft. barrier 56 ft. wide and 15ft. deep approximately 25 ft. from the road are being donated by Holyoke G+E and Northeast Utilities with the work to create the barrier being done by volunteers.    The barrier would have an access gate with keys being held by the Conservation Commission, Fish and Wildlife Service, Northeast Utilities and the Southampton Police and Fire Departments.  The barrier is necessary to keep four wheel vehicles off the property.  Mr. Thibault made a motion to reimburse the contractors of the parking area for fuel expenses up to $200.00.  The motion was passed unanimously.

Barbara LaFlam of 20 Cook Rd. volunteered to donate a sign for the Cook Rd. Conservation Area.

Conservation Land Hiking Trails

Mr. Floyd requested the public to volunteer to hike the various conservation areas and report to the Commission on their findings.  The Commission would like to gather information concerning the condition of the properties, i.e.. any dumping, wild life habitats, legal or illegal trails, etc.

Mr. Floyd also mentioned that Mr. Garstka invited the Commission to consider using trees from the Southampton tree farm in the ditches on the Szczypta property.  Mr. Floyd will contact Mr. Fletcher to see if this would be helpful to him.

Barbara LaFlam of 20 Cook Rd. asked if two trees could be planted on Cook Rd.

Mr. Floyd stated that two trees had also been lost next to the Town Hall parking lot.

Selectman Pat Monahan asked the size of the donated trees.  Mr. Floyd responded this information is not yet available to the Commission.

Zbig Lewantowicz of 102 East St., in regards to Mr. Floyd’s request to have the public hike on conservation lands, asked if there was a map of these areas.  Mr. Kassis suggested the town library.

Nancy Whittamore Sign Maintenance

Mr. Floyd discussed the need for maintenance for the sign to the Szczypta Conservation Area located at Meadow Lane.

Mr. Floyd stated the need to do a follow up visit with owner of a property on Maple St. to check the status of a vernal pool that had reportedly been filled in.

Open Space Plan

Mr. Floyd then reviewed the minutes from the Community Preservation meeting.  

In regards to the Open Space Plan, the plan is expected to be ready to present to the public in the early part of November.  The CPA committee has received 60 questionnaires in addition to those collected during Old Home Days.  In addition 2 high school students will be at a table at the town recycling center from 9 am to 11 am Saturday to try and collect more surveys from Southampton residents.

On October 3, 2005 the CPA chair (Virgina Aheart), Mr. Floyd and necessary others, met in the deeds office to close the purchase of the Burt St./Mountain Rd. property.  The 64-acre property was purchased by the towns of Holyoke, Easthampton and Southampton at a cost of $8,000.00 per town.  Holyoke received a larger share of the acreage.  Easthampton purchased the property to protect their water supply and the Southampton acreage abuts the already protect Cook Rd. property.    This land is not open for public use and any changes to restrictions concerning the parcel must be agreed upon by all three towns.

The state of Massachusetts has matched approximately $100,000 raised by the town of Southampton for the CPA.  This money can be used for the purchase of open space, affordable house or passive recreation projects.

On October 15, 2005 the Fish and Wildlife service will consider and plan a future site visit near the Little Mountain area.  It is hoped the Fish and Wildlife service will have funds to purchase two parcels of land near Little Mountain. 

There is a question concerning the Fournier APR property.  Mr. Fournier would like to start a gravel operation.  Mr. Ed Cauley does not feel that heavily loaded gravel trucks should cross the Glendale Rd. Bridge.  

There needs to be study done on the Johnson property to delineate what is there.  Umass offered to do the study for $4,600.00.  The CPA still has not pursued this study.

The Historical Preservation Commission is investigating how to restore and protect the valuable artifacts located in the little schoolhouse.

On October 19, 2005 from 10 am to 12 PM there will be a seminar on purchasing that is open to all town officials.

The CPA will meet on November 2, 2005 to create an annual request for what they would like to consider for next year.  This meeting is open to the public.

8:15 PM  Meeting continuance; RDA property between East St. and Strong Rd.

A site visit was done on 10/2/05 examining an area from A5 to WA4 where there was a question of an old intermittent stream or pipe.  Using a device to find electromagnetic fields the Commissioners, Dan Rukakoski, Robert Floyd and Mark Kassis had 7 “hits” in two areas, however digging in this area did not result in a pipe.  Further study done by and presented by applicant representative, Keith Morrison found no hydric soils or wetland vegetation.  

On October 4, 2005, the Commission was presented with a revised plan by the applicant, showing a 300ft –325ft swale that was not marked on previous versions of the plan.

Mr. Kassis read Wetlands Protection Act Regulations 310 CMR 10.55 section 2C2 and 2C3.

After considerable deliberation, the Commission decided that there was not enough proof to deem the area from A5 to WA4 as an intermittent stream.

Mr. Kassis made a motion to approve the plan dated October 5, 2005 under 2A positive delineation boundaries that the are accurate.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Rukakoski and passed unanimously.  

Mr. Kassis made a personal recommendation to the owner to use environmentally friendly materials in a proposed walkway area and to remove the drainage on the boarder of the property.

New Business

A handwritten letter of resignation was hand delivered to the Commission by Associate Zbigniew Lewantowicz.  Mr. Rukakoski made a motion to accept Mr. Lewantowicz’s resignation.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Dods and passed 4 approved to 1 opposed.

Mr. Floyd spoke of a complaint sent to the Commission concerning a septic system under construction on wetlands that did not come before the Commission located at 30 Camp John Rd. owned by Mr. Joe Marshand.  There is also a question of a pipe going into Bullhead Pond from this same address.  A site visit is needed.  

Mr. Kassis explained to the public how to have the state review any decisions made by the Commission that the public may feel are in error.

Mr. Thibault made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Dods and passed unanimously.

9:00 PM the meeting adjourned.

