Voted and approved 4-0 May 30, 2006
Board of Selectmen
Minutes

        May 23, 2006

Present:
Michael Phelan, Chairman
Dave McDougall                                                               
Douglas Blanchard
                      Jess Dods

                      Ruth Bernier

                      Regina Shea-Sullivan

Absent:         Ed Batchelder
Present:        Candace McDougall, Ed Cauley, David Silvernail, Bruce Coombs, Karl Kuebner, Judy Kuebner, Jean Crevier, Jim Mazik, Maggie Shader, Hampshire Gazette, and other   interested citizens.
7:00 p.m.  Regular Business
I. Review of Minutes

Selectmen McDougall and Blanchard moved and seconded to approve minutes of May 9, 2006 with the corrections of including the names of the offices for the Planning Board.







Voted and approved 4-0

Chairman Phelan tabled the section of May 9, 2006 minutes until he spoke with Peter Valinski determining what Selectman Batchelder was amending on articles #3 and #4.

Selectmen McDougall and Blanchard moved and seconded to approve minutes of May 16, 2006. 
With the additional notations: Dave received report for Larrabee School Marketing Draft.

Under “master plan” to record “no action was taken”. 


Voted and approved 4-0

Selectmen McDougall and Blanchard moved and seconded to release executive minutes for cases that are no longer relevant.


Voted and approved 4-0

Chairman Phelan tabled the minutes for April 26, 2006 until Selectman Batchelder was present.
II. Signatures

Selectmen McDougall and Dods moved and seconded to sign the contract to borrow $42,200.00 ($8440.00 annual payment for five years) for a purchase of a new lawn mower for the Highway Department.


Voted and approved 4-0



Selectmen McDougall and Blanchard moved and seconded for Chairman



Phelan to sign the Commonwealth of Mass Contractor Authorized



Signatory Listing for Council on Aging.


Voted and approved 4-0

III.
Correspondence

· Selectmen Blanchard and McDougall moved and seconded for Tom Cross to serve on the Advisory Board for FRTA.
Voted and approved 4-0

· Tom Cross has applied for the Conservation Commission.   Chairman Phelan spoke with Robert Floyd who is on assignment out of state and asked to hold off on the appointments until he comes back in June.

· Received a letter from Kopelman & Paige about new procedure on the Patriot Act at libraries. Forwarded to library.
· A letter from Mr. Boudreau with update on Free Cash.
· Selectmen Blanchard and Dods moved and seconded to pay the invoice from PVPC Smart Growth in the amount of $406.00.
Voted and approved 4-0 

· Invitation for Hampton Ponds Parade on July 4, 2006; we are not having a float or band. 
· A letter from Kopelman and Paige regarding the transfers of appropriations; forwarded to Town Accountant and Finance Committee.

· A notice of a meeting on June 8, 2006 for Small Town Administrator of Mass.

· A newsletter from the PVPC; forwarded to the planning Board.

· Mass Emergency Agencies regarding Hurricane Preparedness is meeting on June 6, 2006 forwarded to Ed Cauley

· Gloucester Daily Times on the police department forwarded to police dept.

· CTC Inc. Public Safety Police Mgt. Proactive Approach; forwarded to police department

· Western Mass Electric requests a public hearing for a “pole” and “duct” on Gilbert road. It will be held on June 13, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.
· Draft of the Larrabee School Reuse Study-marketing May 18, 2006
· A letter from Attorney John Jakobek Jr. regarding Rheal Labrie on Southerly side of Valley Road Mass General Laws of Chapter 61A, Section 14 to sell three parcels of land.  Selectmen Blanchard and McDougall moved and seconded to allow the sale of all parcels and to expedite their right of purchase. Send a letter to Jakobek.







Voted and approved 4-0

IV.
Approval of Warrants


Selectmen Blanchard and Dods moved and seconded to approve



Warrant P47-2006 in the amount of $21,735.91.

Voted and approved 4-0
Selectmen Blanchard and Dods moved and seconded to approve warrant W47-2006 in the amount of $104,662.49.



Voted and approved 4-0
Selectmen Blanchard and Dods moved and seconded to approve warrant W47-A in the amount of $6,496.61.




Voted and approved 3-0-1








Selectman Phelan abstained

7:30 p.m.
Old Business

I. Larrabee School-
Selectmen McDougall and Dods moved and seconded to have Chairman Phelan sign the CDBG/GMS Access Request. 



Voted and approved 4-0

Selectmen Blanchard and McDougall moved and seconded to sign the FY 2003 Southampton Ready Resource Grant #5625 (Larrabee School Building Reuse) Program Extension Request #1.




Voted and approved 4-0

II.
Master Plan

Chairman Phelan spoke with Hank Barton.  They hope to put it together for a vote within a month and also to decide on the structure of how they are going to do the commitment.

III.
Town Administrator

Chairman Phelan spoke with the Finance Committee requesting a transfer of $9,000 from Town Administrator Salary to use it for further search for a Town Administrator and to hire MRI.

7: 30 p.m.
Finance Committee Motions

Present:  Peter Valinski, John Martin, Dave Kielson, Ed Batchelder

Selectmen McDougall and Blanchard moved and seconded for the longer version format of the warrant with the 38 articles.


Voted and approved 5-0

The Finance Committee stated they are carrying a larger budget for the Town Administrative Salary that was increased from $52,000 to $67,000 for next year in comparison with the town of Granby.  
Ed Cauley addressed his frustration to the Board and Finance Committee with the shortfalls of the town for ten years, and every year they are getting a four to five percent decrease but expenses go up thirty to thirty-five percent for the same material.  Ed Cauley supports the Town Administrator position but questioned why we are basing our comparisons to the town of Granby.

Chief Silvernail addressed the Finance Committee and the Select board about making a commitment toward some of the override articles.  He stated the history of the town has been it will not pass an override.  He had several discussions with the Select board and the Finance committee about rebuilding the police department and putting additional officers on; and stated he was disappointed to see it is going to the override.  He also stated he found it interesting now we are comparing Southampton with Granby for the Town Administrator position.   He is asking for a genuine commitment to these articles.  

Selectmen McDougall and Blanchard moved and seconded as majority would recognize the short comings that financially occurred over the past few years because of budgetary constraints that they unanimously support in trying to bring the town back up to where it needs to be, in a basic sense of services for the citizens of the town.  They support the articles number 32 thru 37 and have the wording of this motion be publicly disseminated in such a way that the people will hear it or see it or otherwise take it in.









Voted and approved 5-0

Jean Crevier stated he has been on the Select Board for a number of years and there have been a number of votes to support overrides that have not passed and he stated there will be a campaign to oppose any override that they have.  He also said that our Boards voting in favor of these override doesn’t get them passed.  
Selectmen Batchelder and Dods moved and seconded to sign the warrant as drawn removing the language “Proposition 2 ½” if possible.








Voted and approved 5-0

8:25 p.m. 
Executive Session-Union Contracts

9:10 p.m.
Open time for the public

9:10 p.m. 
Adjourn
Respectfully submitted,

Regina Shea-Sullivan

5-25-06
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