Special Town Meeting

Oct. 30th 2007

The moderator opened the Special Town Meeting with the Pledge to allegiance, at 7:03p.m. Moderator read the Warrant and the return of the warrant. Ninety-one (91) register voters were present. Ruth Bernier, Virginia Huntley were the checkers for the evening.

The minutes of the meeting as follows:

Under Article 1 it was moved and seconded that the Town vote to amend the Town’s omnibus budget, for the 2008 fiscal year.

Motion passed unanimously

Under Article 2 it was moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $62,415.00 from Free Cash to be used to reduce the FY08 tax rate.

Motion passed unanimously

Under Article 3 it was moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $3,000.00 from the Community Preservation Surcharges-Historical Preservation Account to be used by the Historical Commission to purchase ultra violet ray reduction window treatments for the Old North School House in Conant Park.

Motion passed unanimously

Under Article 4 it was moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $4,000.00 from the Community Preservation Surcharges-Historical Preservation Account to be used by the Southampton Historical Society to purchase ultra violet ray reduction window treatments for the Clark Chapman House.

Motion passed unanimously

Under Article 5 it was moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $3,500.00 from the Community Preservation Surcharges-Historical Preservation Account to be used by the Historical Commission to obtain consulting services for the purpose of extending the Town’s Historical District (to include the Center Cemetery, Cedarhurst and additional properties along High Street and College Highway, which are adjacent to the existing center Historical District).

Motion passed unanimously

Under Article 6 it was moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $150,000.00 from the Ambulance Fund to be used for the purchase of a new ambulance to replace the 1999 ambulance.

Motion passed unanimously

Under Article 7 it was moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $4,300.00 from the Stabilization Fund to be used by the Treasurer for the purchase of Tax Title computer software.

Motion passed a 2/3 vote               yes  78         no 1

Under Article 8 it was moved and seconded that the Town vote that the Treasurer be authorized with the approval of the Board of Selectmen to borrow the sum of  $200,000 and issue bonds or notes therefore under G.L. c 111,s. 127B ½ and/or Chapter 29C of the General Laws for the purpose of financing the following water pollution abatement facilities project; the repair replacement and/or update of septic systems pursuant to agreements between the Board of Health and residential property owners, including without limitation all costs thereof as defined in Section 1 of Chapter 29C of the General Laws; that project and financing costs shall be repaid by the property owners, in accordance with those agreements, but such bonds or notes shall be general obligations of the Town; that the Treasurer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen is authorized to borrow all or a portion of such Amount from the Massachusetts Water Pollution Abatement Trust established pursuant to Chapter 29C and in connection therewith to enter into a loan agreement and/or security agreement with the Trust and otherwise contract with the Trust and Department of Environmental Protection with respect to such a Loan and for any federal or state aid available for the projects or for the financing thereof; and that the Board of Selectmen, or other appropriate local body or official is authorized to enter into a project regulatory agreement with the Department of Environmental Protection to expend all funds available for the projects and to take any other action necessary to carry out the project.

Motion passed a 2/3 paper ballot vote     Yes 85        No 1

Under Article 9 it was moved and seconded that the Town vote to allow the Board of Selectmen, per Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 30B, §12, to enter into a five-year lease agreement to replace the main copy machine located in Town Hall.

Motion passed unanimously

Under Article 10 it was moved and seconded that the Town vote to accept Golden Circle as a public way as shown on a plan dated January 10, 2001.

Motion passed a majority vote

Under Article 11 it was moved and seconded that the Town vote to amend Article 1, Section 1 of the “Bylaws for the Town of Southampton, which currently reads:

            The Annual Election of Town Officers shall be held on the first Monday of May of each year and the Annual Town Meeting for the transaction of business shall be held on the first Saturday of June of each year, commencing at 10:00 a.m. and not continuing past 4:00 p.m. which may require continuance on successive evenings from 7:30 p.m until 10:00p.m. until its conclusion, excluding Sundays and Holidays.

            And amending to read:

            The Annual Election of Town Officers shall be held on the first Monday of May of each year. The annual meeting of the Town shall be held on the third Tuesday in May, commencing at 7:00p.m. in the evening, and if not completed in a reasonable time period prescribed by the Moderator, shall continue on successive evenings beginning at 7:00p.m. until its conclusion, excluding Sundays and Holidays.

Motion passed a majority vote.

A true copy of the Warrant, return of the warrant, and the minutes of the meeting.

Attest:

Eileen Couture, Clerk

Town of Southampton

