SOUTHAMPTON ENERGY COMMITTEE
Southampton Town Hall Meeting Room:  October 5, 2010
Present:  Kurt Boisjolie, Mike Buehler, Craig Issod, Chuck Kaniecki
Also present:  The EC meeting was held concurrently with the Select Board (SB) meeting, in order that EC members might observe a presentation on the Green Community Act given by Jim Barry of the Dept. of Energy Resources.  The entire SB and Diana Schindler were present, with the exception of Ann Roy.  Ed Cauley, Hank Barton and Rich Oleksak were also in the audience.
Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Barry offered the SB essentially the same PowerPoint presentation that he gave to the EC earlier this year.  He summarized the five criteria communities must meet and the opportunity for certified “Green Communities” to apply for grants funded through the regional cap-and-trade agreement.  The salient questions and discussion points were as follows:
· In response to a question from Mr. Dods, Mr. Boisjolie gave a preliminary explanation of the EC decision to recommend against pursuing an investment grade energy audit with Siemens.  He also explained that this decision gave further impetus to pursuing Green Community status as a means of funding energy conservation measures.  Finally, he committed to submitting to the SB a memo explaining the Siemens decision.

· Mr. McDougall outlined his understanding of the pluses and minuses of the “as of right siting” criterion, citing as a negative the experience of Russell with a proposed biomass plant.  Mr. Barry explained that as-of-right siting can be use-specific, which gives communities the option of ruling out uses deemed undesirable.
· Mr. Blanchard asked about the impact of the Stretch Code on authority of building inspectors.  Mr. Barry explained that it is identical to the Energy Star certification process, and that after some experience inspectors generally determine it is not as onerous as they anticipated.

· Mr. Phelan asked for some numbers projecting the public and private costs of meeting the Green Community criteria.  This request was echoed by other SB members.

· Mr. Oleksak suggested presenting the Green Community information to a group of builders and realtors, in order to get their reaction (particularly to the Stretch Code criterion).
· Someone [Hank Barton?] raised the issue of the relationship between pursuing Green Community status and the ongoing Master Planning process, regarding in particular the as-of-right siting criterion.  
· Mr. McDougall pointed out the need for two Town Meeting warrants to address criteria 
1 and 5.
The following next steps were agreed:

1. The EC will develop a recommendation about whether or not to pursue Green Community status and submit this to the SB.  The memo should include a brief summary of the criteria, the available grant funds, answers to key questions including that about public-private costs, and suggested next steps (outreach to constituencies, planning for a Town Meeting warrant, etc.)  Mr. Buehler will draft the memo.
2. At some point soon thereafter, the EC should arrange an informational session for Mr. Barry to meet with area builders and realtors.

Dissolve:  Meeting dissolved at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mike Buehler, Secretary, Energy Committee
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