SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

OCT. 21, 2008

MINUTES

The Moderator, Edward Batchelder opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:05P.M. Read the Warrant, and the Return of the warrant. Virginia Huntley, Kristine Canton, Elizabeth Stevens checked the voter in. There were 123 register voters present.

Under Article 1 it was moved and seconded to pass over Article 1 relating to establishing a Department of Public works.

Motion passed unanimously

Under Article 2 it was moved and seconded to amend the Town’s omnibus budget, as attached, for the 2009 fiscal year and to raise the additional sum of $166,335.00 therefore.

The amended budget as follows:





FY2009
     Difference


FY2009





Budget Voted
     Inc/Dec


New Amt

.

Under General Government

Asst. Assessor Wages

55,822.00
    3,500.00

           59,322.00

Assessors Expenses

  5,208.00
    1,950.00

             7,158.00

Assessors Consultant

  3,000.00
   -1,500.00

             1,500.00

Asst Town Clerk Wages
13,380.00
    1,500.00

           14,880.00


Under Southampton Education

Elementary School
      3,856,749.99
  16,000.00

      3,872,749.00

Under Hampshire Regional

Regional Schools
     3,248,487.00
54,895.00

      3,303,382.00

Public Works and Facilities

Highway Wages
       200,736.00
12,000.00

        212,736.00

Highway Expenses
         98,000.00
   8,000.00

        106,000.00

Winter Road Wages
       125,000.00
22,000.00

        147,000.00

Winter Road Expenses        53,110.00
44,990.00

          98,100.00

Under Culture and Recreation

Library Wages

       68,617.00

   3,000.00

          71,617,00

Motion Passes Unanimously

Under Article 3 it was moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $166,335.00 from Free Cash to be used to reduce the FY09 tax rate.

Motion Passes Unanimously

Under Article 4 it was moved and seconded that the vote in accordance with M.G.L. Ch.40 §5B to create a Stabilization Fund to be used for any lawful purpose; and further vote to transfer the sum of $10,000.00 from Free Cash into said fund.

Motion Passes a 2/3 vote unanimously

Under Article 5 it was moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $5,000.00 from the Community Preservation Surcharges-Undesignated account to be used by the Board of Selectmen for the legal expenses and other costs related to the acquisition of property on Strong Road as previously voted at a Special Town Meeting Dated June 17, 2008.

Motion Passes Unanimously

Under Article 6 it was moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $10,000.00 from the Community Preservation Surcharges-Community Housing account to be granted to the Southampton Housing Authority to be used for the purpose of creating a Community Housing Plan.


Motion Passes Unanimously

Under Article 7 it was moved and seconded that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $30,222.14 from Community Preservation Surcharges-Undesignated account to each of the following Community Preservation Funds: Open Space, Historic Resources, and Community Housing, for a total amount of $90,666.42.

Motion Passes Unanimously

Under Article 8 it was moved and seconded that the Town vote to pay Ferriter & Ferriter, LLC, Attorneys at Law, the sum of $26,349.68, in accordance with MGL Chapter 44, Section 64-Appropriation to Pay Certain Unpaid Bills of Previous Years and to transfer said sum from the Tax Title Expense account.

A discussion was had, then a motion to move the question was moved and seconded.

To move the question was voted unanimously

A vote on the article needed a 9/10 vote.    Yes 85      No 13    Motion Failed

Under Article 9 it was moved and seconded that the Town vote to appropriate $2,185,450.00 to renovate the Larrabee School Building to reuse for municipal purposes’ that to meet this appropriation the Treasurer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen is authorized to borrow $2,185,450.00 under Chapter 44 of the General Laws or any other enabling authority by issuing bonds or notes; and that the Board of Selectmen is authorized to take any other action necessary to carry out this project.

Motion Passes a 2/3 paper ballot vote     Yes   105      No 16

Under Article 10 It was moved and seconded that the Town authorize the Board of Selectmen, in accordance with Chapter 40, Section 15 of the General Laws, to release and abandon, for no monetary consideration, all right, title and interest in and to a portion of a water line easement as described in an Order of Taking, dated January 8, 1932, recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds in Book 878, Page 453, being the water line easement located upon the Sixth Parcel in said Order of Taking, said property being now or formerly of Martin Norris, the Board of Water Commissioners having determined that such water line easement is no longer required for public purposes.

Motion Passes a 2/3 vote.     Yes 99        No 1

A motion was moved and seconded to resolve the meeting at 8:05p.m. 

 Motion unanimous

A true copy of the warrant, return of the warrant, and the minutes of the meeting.

Attest:

Eileen Couture, Clerk

Town of Southampton

