
FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES

February 28, 2006
Meeting opened at 7:00 p.m.

Attendees: 
Peter Valinski, Jim Fleming, John Fitzpatrick 
Absent:

Tim Huber, John Martin
Old Business

· Minutes of 1/31/06 approved 3-0.
New Business

· Personnel Change Forms

· Resignation of Lisa Fondakowski as Motor Vehicle Clerk

· Resignation of Casimir Korzeniowski as COA Van Driver

· Resignation of Doraleen Bovat as Back-up Van Driver

· Barbara Arrighi replaces Lisa Fondakowski
· Matthew Annis pay increase for EMT certification

· Posting Assistant Assessor
· Posting Motor Vehicle Clerk
· Posting Library Clerk

· Posting Van Driver

· Posting Back-up Van Driver

· Received the Beacon
· Request for Transfer from Reserve Fund for Municipal Resources, Inc. expense for fire chief review.  Passed over pending meeting with all members of Finance Committee.  Understanding is that Select Board is considering that this cost may be available within the Fire Chief salary and Fire Department wage accounts.

· Request for Transfer from Reserve Fund to Town Accountant expenses for $649.90 for file cabinets and ceiling fan.  Approved 3-0.

· Request for Transfer of $400 from Reserve Fund to Elementary School for the purchase of a projector bulb. Approved 3-0.
· Reviewed January 31 Accounting Report.  Highway Department expense line is nearly expended.  $8,000 was set-aside in Reserve Fund for addressing the October rain events with respect to gravel/road repair costs.  Approximately half of this amount may be reimbursed by State and/or Federal sources.  To replenish the expense account, Finance Committee approved transfer of $4,000 to the Highway expenses.    The remaining $4,000 will continue to be set-aside pending determination of reimbursement.  Approved 3-0.

· David Silvernail notified Finance Committee that total cost for bulletproof vests was $12,733.  Available funds in the vest account is $4,551.  Approved Reserve Fund transfer of the remaining $8,181.78 to Police vest account for the remaining cost, 3-0.  Finance Committee will recommend that reimbursement funds and court settlement funds be transferred to the Police Vest account for future purchases.

· Transfer $30 from Finance Committee expenses to Pitney Bowes postage account.  Approved 3-0.

· Received notification from Hampshire Council of Governments requesting that an article be placed on Annual Town Meeting warrant to continue membership for Fiscal Year 2007 through Fiscal Year 2010 with a 75% reduction in annual dues.  Finance Committee recommends placement of recommended article on the warrant.  Approved 3-0.
· Notified by Association of Town Finance Committee that next year’s dues will be $165.

· Received notification from Board of Selectmen that deadline for submission of Annual Town Meeting warrant articles is March 30th.  Review of Articles with Finance Committee, Town Accountant and petitioners is planned for April 11th.

· Received letter from Senator Knapik’s office summarizing 2005 legislative year in review and FY07 preview.

· Received letter from Board of Selectmen regarding incomplete carpeting work.

· Received budget request for Historical Commission.
· Received budget request for Parks Commission.

· Received budget request from Tree Warden.

· Received budget request from Town Clerk/Elections.

· Received budget request from Veterans Service.

· Received budget request from Old Home Days.

· Received budget request from Council on Aging.

· Received draft regional school budget.

· Received budget request from Library.  Reviewed budget request with Library Director and Board of Library Trustees.  
· Library trustees mentioned that Industrial Residential Security will be required at a cost of $111 per quarter and that town will need to provide in other departments.  Consideration should be given to providing town-wide quotation for security systems.
· Received budget request for Assessors.  Reviewed budget request with Joyce Skrypek and Ed Rubner.
· Adjourned 8:15 p.m. Approved 3-0.

Post next Finance Committee meeting on March 7, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. at the Edwards Library.  






Respectfully submitted,







Peter Valinski

cc:  
Select Board
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Administrative Assistant


Treasurer/Collector

Town Clerk



Highway Department


Local School Committee

