FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES

February 1, 2005

Meeting opened at 7:00 p.m.

Attendees: 
Peter Valinski, John Fitzpatrick, Tim Huber, 

Absent:

John Martin, Jim Fleming 

Old Business

· Minutes of 1/25/05 approved 3-0.
New Business

· Met with Richart Ahart of the Historical Commission who provided an expense request for $1,800.  Most significant increase is for $600 to address post beetle treatment at the Old School House.

· Met with Peter Fern and Robert Floyd of the Conservation Commission who provided an expense request for $3,725.  Most significant increase is for $1,800 to address MACC training for new members.

· Moderator did not provide a budget request.  Finance Committee will carry last year’s request of $271 for expenses unless the Moderator presents an alternate request.

· Finance Committee provided a request for $225.

· Received budget request from the Council on Aging which will be addressed next week.

· Request for Transfer from Reserve Fund to CDL Drug Testing for $59.  Approved 3-0.

· David Kielson indicated that the $1,300 set-aside on January 4, 2005 for Communications Expenses was not formally approved for transfer from the Reserve Fund.  A motion was made and seconded to formally transfer the $1,300 from Reserve Fund to Communications Expenses.  Approved 3-0.

· Sara Roberts provided a draft FY06 budget request and MARR calculation for the Library.  Finance Committee to meet with the Library next week.

· Met with Board of Assessors to discuss budgeting plans for FY06 and plans for the recently vacated Principal Assessor.  Vision assessment information posted on the web is not critical.  Following cancellation of access to the Vision website on December 31, traffic in the Assessor’s office has not increased appreciably.  The Board of Assessors will monitor changes in office traffic. The Board of Assessors rescheduled budget discussions for March 8 at 7:00 p.m. 

· Discussed yesterday’s meeting with DOR, John Fitzpatrick and Ed Batchelder.  DOR indicated that Southampton does not need a charter commission to review options and recommend changes to our form of government.  Rather, the Board of Selectman can commission a study group which makes recommendations to the Board of Selectman.  The study group would still need to hold public hearings and make reports, but the difference is that they could be appointed and the process could be started faster.  Approved recommendations would then be converted to a more legal document that would go to the State legislature for approval contingent upon acceptance by a vote during the annual Town election.  DOR indicated that they will provide guidelines and can provide contacts from other Towns that have been through the process.

· Adjourned 8:45 p.m.  Approved 3-0.

Post next Finance Committee meeting on February 8, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. at the Edwards Library.









Respectfully submitted,







Peter Valinski

cc:  
Select Board

Accountant


Administrative Assistant


Treasurer/Collector


Town Clerk

