Minutes

Southampton Conservation Commission

Larrabee School Building

Draft

October 26, 2005    Time: 7:00 PM
Present: commissioners- Robert Floyd, Pete Fern Rick Thibault, Alison Rogers. 

Unable to attend commissioners- Pamela Dods, Mark Kassis, Dan Rukakoski and Associate Ed Nied Jr. 

7 P.M. meeting commenced

Open time for the Public

No questions or issues raised.  

Robert Floyd introduced new commissioner Alison Rogers of 40 High St.

Minutes

Pete Fern made a motion to have Jessica McConnell take meeting minutes.  The passes unanimously.  Pete Fern makes a motion to accept the October 6, 2005 meeting minutes with corrections.  Rick Thibault seconds the motion, the motion passes unanimously.

7:15 PM
Robert Floyd appoints Pete Fern temporary acting chair.

Correspondence

Hand-delivered plan dated October 7, 2005 for the proposed natural gas main extension on Rt. 10 by Holyoke Gas and Electric.  

Request of $24.00, annual payment for PO Box #343.

Revised topographical and Wetland Delineation Plan dated October 12, 2005 for East Meadow Estates, Strong and East St.

Copies of RDA form and plan dated October 18,2005 from James A Gracia PE 99 Glendale St., Easthampton, MA 01027 for 88 Gunn Rd. septic system repair.

New dues schedule for the fiscal year 2007 from MACC 10 Juniper Rd., Belmont, MA 02478 dated October 11, 2005.

Copy of the 2006 Yearly Operational Plan for Vegetation Management from Western Mass Electric 55 Russell St., Hadley, MA 01035 dated October 3, 2005.

Plan and letter delineating a +320 ft. wetland swale on property between East St. and Strong Rd.  This property was reviewed in a RDA hearing on October 6, 2005.  The letter came from Michael F. Giagnolati PO Box 3127, Windsor Locks, CT 06096 dated October 5, 2005.

Letter to Mr. Joel Marchand 30 Camp Jahn Rd. from Mr. Robert Floyd dated ____________.  The letter thanked Mr. Marchand for allowing Commissioners to visit his site on October 7, 2005 and stated that no action would be taken at this time.  The site visit was conducted due to a complaint received by the Commission (see meeting minutes October 6, 2005).

Request for payment in the amount of $8000.00 payable to Valley Land Fund for the conservation restrictions on the Burt St./ Mountain Rd. property.  Request for payment in the amount of $500.00 for Southampton’s share of the title examination for Burt St./Mountain Rd. property received from Kopleman and Paige P.C. Atty. at Law 31 St. James Ave., Boston, MA 02116-4102 dated October 11, 2005.

Received certifications back on certified letters concerning the East St./ Strong Rd. property and a letter sent to the DEP.

Forest Cutting Plan for 170 Glendale Rd. work to be done by Gagnon Bros. Logging out of Goshen, MA.  Plan submitted by Berkshire Hardwoods, Inc. 73 East St., PO Box 270, Chesterfield, MA 01012.

Newsletter from the Environmental League of Massachusetts.

7: 30 P.M. RDA for 83 Gunn Rd., map #20 parcel #16.

Robert Floyd reads MGL c 131 section 40.  These regulations apply to RDA hearings.

Applicant Jim Gracia, 99 Glendale St., Easthampton provides the Commission with RDA application copies with the owners signatures and a check from Celia B. Jankavich/ Robert P. Jankavich in the amount of  $45.00 for the advertising fee.  The applicant explains the property location.  The old system will be removed and the new system will be three feet above the high ground water elevation, higher than the existing system.  Robert Floyd asks how steep the bank is.  The applicant replies that there is a well-defined bank and that he is as close to the garage and cellar wall as he is legally allowed.  Rick Thibault comments that he is familiar with the property and there is not much room to work.  Robert Floyd inquires as to when the work will be done and if the applicant will be using a silt fence.  The applicant responds that he has not yet found a contractor, he plans to do the work before snowfall.  The applicant will be using silt fence and plans to cover the area with straw until the spring.

Robert Floyd calls for comments from the public.  

Pete Fern makes a motion to close the public portion of the hearing.  The motion is seconded by Rick Thibault and passes unanimously.  

Pete Fern makes a motion for a negative determination.  Rick Thibault seconds the motion and it passes unanimously.

7:45 P.M. NOI hearing for 23 Blummer Rd.

Applicant representative Kevin Brooks provides the Commission with certified mail receipts for letter of intent sent to all abutters.    He describes the property as a 7000 square foot lot with Pequot Pond to the South and Bullhead Pond to the Northeast.  The work area is currently black top and the new system will be installed in the same location as the existing system.  Robert Floyd asks the applicant how he delineated the pond.  The applicant responds he used noticeable wetland vegetation and came up 8 to 10 feet from the clearing defined bank.   Robert Floyd inquires if anything needs to be put near the bank.  The applicant responds he is 20-25 feet away and may get some filtering from the vegetation but it would be on someone else’s property.  Rick Thibault asks how long he job will take.  The applicant responds two days.  Rick Thibault expresses concern about rain.  Robert Floyd tells the applicant any spoils left over night will require protection.  The applicant plans to remove the dirt right away with a loader because they have no where on the property to put it.  Rick Thibault makes a motion to close the public portion of the hearing.  Pete Fern seconds the motion and it passes unanimously.  Pete Fern makes a motion to accept the Notice of Intent with the special condition #19, any spoils that remain on site during unattended hours be covered and protected.  Rick Thibault seconds the motion and it passes unanimously.

8 P. M.  RDA Holyoke Gas and Electric College Highway

Pete Fern abstains from the hearing because of a conflict.

Dan Smith, senior engineer for Holyoke Gas and Electric explains that 39 College Highway has requested gas service.  This will require extending the gas main that ends just North of Pure Foods.  The work will take place behind the guardrail creating a trench one foot wide and three feet deep.  The work will take place as close to the guardrail as possible.  The spoils can either be place on the road surface or in a truck parked in the breakdown lane.  Robert Floyd inquires as to what the worst case could be.  The applicant responds hitting ledge but it is unlikely as the road was moved to the west and the side built up.  The Commissioners agree they prefer to have the spoils placed in the back of a truck.  The applicant states the work is unlikely to be done before the end of the year.  Robert Floyd asks the applicant when in 2006 the work will be done.  The applicant states when it’s most dry, June or July 2006.  Rick Thibault makes a motion to close the public portion of the meeting.  Alison Rogers seconds the motion and it passes unanimously.  Rick Thibault makes a motion to accept the RDA as presented to the Commission.  Alison Rogers seconds the motion.  The motion passes 3 affirm/ 1 abstain.  Pete Fern is sitting in the audience.

8:20 P.M.   Old Business

Robert Floyd mentions that the Commission is still waiting to hear from Koppleman and Paige. P.C. concerning verbiage for the building permit.

Cook Rd. Barrier Project

Rick Thibault remarks that one of the poles has been placed as a test for the Cook Road Barrier.  Pete Fern suggests writing a letter to the Select Board requesting how to proceed with having the debris removed from the Cook Road Conservation Area.

Conservation Land Hiking Trails

Alison Rogers will work on getting maps of the conservation areas for use by the public.

Nancy Whitmore Sign Maintenance

Pete Fern is scheduled to mow around the sign.

Open Space Plan

Robert Floyd is currently working on this.

8:35 P.M.    New Business

30 Camp Jahn Rd.

A complaint was received by the Commission about a septic system built on wetlands that had not come before the Commission prior to construction.  After doing a site visit it was found that the system was within the buffer zone, however, once a system has been certified by the Board Of Health and it is beyond the 50 foot buffer zone it cannot be regulated.

MAAC Training Schedule

The MAAC will be holding training sessions on November 5th and December 3rd.  Commissioners are urged to attend these training sessions.

Backyard Wildlife Habitat Grant

Allison Rogers filed an application with Northeast Utilities for grant money to introduce a backyard wildlife habitat certification program.  Residents who qualify would receive a sign on their property.  If the grant were approved, the Commission would like to see the Norris School gets involved in the process.

8:45 P.M.  Treasure’s Report

CH 40-8C                            $ 1,608.84

Hazel Young Fund                    $36,074.76

Conant Fund                         $55,271.76

General Expenses                       $990.87

Conservation Grant Fund                $484.50

 

Rick Thibault made a motion to accept the treasure’s report.  The motion was seconded by Allison Rogers and passed unanimously.

Rick Thibault made a motion to pay secretary fees from the General Expense account.  The motion was seconded by Allison Rogers and passed unanimously.

Rick Thibault made a motion to pay the $24.00 post office box fee.  Allison Rogers seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Pete Fern made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Rick Thibault and passed unanimously.

9:10 P.M.  Meeting Adjourned

Next meeting scheduled for November 21, 2005.
