Minutes

Southampton Conservation Commission

Larrabee School Building

Draft

September 12, 2005
Time:  7:00 PM

Present:  Pete Fern, Robert Floyd, Mark Kassis, Daniel Rukakoski and associate Zbig Lewantowicz.  Rick Thibault, Pamela Dods and Ed Nied, Jr. were unable to attend.

7:00 PM Meeting Commenced

Robert Floyd opened the meeting.

Meeting continuance; High Street Leaf Dumping

Mr. Floyd read a letter from Janet Brown, dated August 29, 2005, indicating that she intended to move the leaf pile across High Street to the rear of her residence.  After a discussion with public input regarding the dumping, Mr. Ed Cauley asked if it would be acceptable to simply drag the leaf pile back from the wetland boundary.  The commission agreed that this would be acceptable, as long as the leaf pile was relocated to at least 50 feet from the regulated area.  Mr. Rukakoski made a motion to have the leaf pile dragged back from the regulated area at least 50 feet.  The motion was passed unanimously.

Mass. Highway RDA

Mr. Dan Crapaska of the Massachusetts Highway Department explained the nature of work for paving and associated activities along College Highway between East Street and Brickyard Road.  Photos and drawings were reviewed.  Mr. Crapaska clarified the resource areas and stated that sedimentation and erosion controls would only be used adjacent to one resource area near the former library because curbing would be removed.  Mr. Kassis made a motion to approve the RDA with a Negative Determination #3 with conditions that sedimentation and erosion controls would be used adjacent to two of the resource area.  The motion was seconded and approved unanimously.

East Meadow Estates RDA

Mike Grangallotti, consultant for the applicant, explained additional soil testing to determine whether there were hydric soils between two previously delineated regulated areas.  Indicated that no hydric soils or areas which would qualify as an intermittent watercourse were identified between the two regulated areas.  Commission indicates that if there was a hydrologic connection between the two areas, such as a pipe, that would qualify as a regulated area.  Commission requests to conduct a site visit.  Applicant takes a 5-minute break, and agrees to allow site walk.  Motion made to conduct a site walk on the property and to reconvene on September 26, 2005.  Motion accepted unanimously. 

Open time to the Public

Mr. Doug Blanchard, the Select board’s representative of CPA initiates discussion regarding Lots 22 and 3 on Little Mountain.  Wants to know why Conservation Commission voted against preserving the properties.  Mr. Floyd clarified that Conservation Commission did not vote against preserving the properties, but voted that the properties were a low priority for preservation because they were landlocked and were already protected.  Mr. Blanchard indicated that this did not look good to the Fish and Wildlife Service who is potentially interested in protecting the properties, and asked the commission to draft a letter to the Select Board and CPA endorsing Fish and Wildlife Service to purchase the lots.  Commission made a motion to do so and it was passed unanimously.  The ConCom voted to not recommend spending CPA monies to acquire these two properties.

Ms. Nancy Carrier, 16 David Street, approached Commission with an interest in renting the barn on College Highway.  Would like to use barn for storage of approximately 1,000 bales of hay.  527-0333.  Indicated that her husband is a carpenter and she knew that the barn may have structural issues.  Commission agreed to allow Ms. Carrier to inspect the barn to see if it would be viable use

Open time to the Public closed

Mail

Motion made to approve paying bill to Daily Hampshire Gazette.  Passed unanimously.

Letter dated August 29, 2005 from Fish and Wildlife Service regarding Glendale Road project.  List of conditions for work adjacent to Manhan River.

Mr. Floyd reads letter he submitted to Select Board regarding the Colby Property on 62 Brickyard Road Extension.  Letter indicated that the Commission felt acquiring the property was a low priority.  A motion was made to request a list from the Assessor of all properties currently on 61A, B or C.  Motion approved unanimously.

Letter regarding East Street/Strong Road development.

New Business

Chose a 1st draft list of potential wetland consultants/engineers to hire for complicated projects.  List included Baystate Environmental Consultants, Valley Environmental Services, Pioneer Environmental and Alec McCloud.  Surveyor included Huntley Associates and Baystate Env. Consultants.

Treasure’s Report

CH 40 8C

$1,732.20

Hazel Young

$36,074.76

General Expense
$1,192.81

Con. Grant Fund
$484.50

Motion made to accept report.  Accepted unanimously.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of July 11, 2005 ammended and accepted unanimously.

Minutes of August 8, 2005 accepted with one abstention.

Minutes of August 22, 2005 accepted with one abstention.

Old Business

Open Space Plan

Mr. Floyd suggests making a priority list from current open space plan and recent meetings to give to Open Space Plan Committee for priority protection areas.

Building Permit Plan – A form is in the works.

Nancy Whitmore – Sign maintenance.  Mr. Fern agreed to clear area to make sign more visible.

Cook Road Barrier – A motion was made to appropriate funds to pay for a gate for conservation land to prevent further dumping.  Mark Girard and Rick Thibeault to build barriers once a price is obtained.

MACC Invasive Plant Survey – Mr. Floyd will email survey to commission members.

Meeting Adjourned

Motion made to adjourn meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.  Next meeting to be held September 26, 2005.

