Minutes

Southampton Conservation Commission

Larrabee School Building

December 12, 2005    Time: 7:00 PM

Present: Robert Floyd, Mark Kassis, Dan Rukakoski and Alison Rogers. Commissioners Pamela Dods, Rick Thibault, Pete Fern and Associate Ed Nied Jr. were unable to attend.

7:00 PM Meeting Commenced

Mr. Robert Floyd called the meeting to order.

Correspondence

Dated November 23, 2005 from Northeast Utilities, 107 Selden St. Berlin, CT 06037, a grant request for the Backyard Habitat Program was denied.  The Conservation Commission may reapply for this grant April 15, 2006.

Dated December 1, 2005 from Western Massachusetts Electric, PO Box 2010, West Springfield, MA 01090-02010 a notification of cut surface and foliar application scheduled as follows: cut- surface – January 2, 2006 to November 30, 2006; foliar application- June 5, 2006 to October 13, 2006.

Dated November 22, 2005 from Heritage Survey, PO Box 1, Southampton, MA 01073 a revised NOI for Red Brook Estates including changes to decrease impact to the Wood Turtle habitat.

Dated December 12, 2005 from Jessica McConnell and invoice for secretarial work from October 26, 2005 to December 12, 2005 for a total of 11.5 hours.  Mark Kassis made a motion to pay Jessica McConnell for the specific hours listed.  Dan Rukakoski seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Dated November 30, 2005 from the Daily Hampshire Gazette an invoice for $196.88 for advertising fees.

7:30 PM     RDA Hearing for Valley Road Property 

The parcel of land is approximately 9 acres of un-developed forest being considered for building lots.  The property is located on Valley Rd. This parcel is further shown on Map #40, Parcel #64.  

Robert Floyd informed the applicant that the site visit had to be cancelled due to snow cover.  He further explained that without a site visit it was not possible to determine whether the boundaries are accurately delineated.  He asked the applicant to accept a continuance of the application until May.  The applicant requested a sooner date assuming the weather permitted for a site visit.  After discussion Dan Rukakoski made a motion to continue the application until February 27, 2006 at 7:30 PM due to inclement conditions in accordance with CMR 310 10:05 S6c.  Alison Rogers seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

8:15 PM  Susan McMamara 268 Fomer Rd. Southampton, MA 01073

Susan McMamara approached the ConCom concerning her interest in setting up a land trust in Southampton and was seeking advice on how to proceed.  Mark Kassis gave Susan contact information for Mark Newman of the Winding River Land Trust.  Mr. Noonan is interested in more cooperation with the Winding River Land Trust here in Southampton.  Mark Kassis further explained that this is more advantageous than starting a new land trust, as the Town would benefit from the existing administrative structure and expertise. 

Robert Floyd asked if she had any comments on the existing revision of the Open Space Plan.  She responded that she did not wish to comment at this time.

Robert Floyd provided an appendix of wildlife  reported to live in Southampton.  Mark Kassis made a motion to have the list become part of the Open Space Plan.  Alison Rogers seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Minutes 

Mark Kassis made a motion to accept the November 28, 2005 minutes with corrections.  Alison Rogers seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Mark Kassis made a motion to accept the September 12, 2005 minutes with corrections.  Dan Rukakoski seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

8 PM NOI for 5 Coolidge Dr.

Mark Kassis abstained from the meeting.

The proposed work is the development of a single family home, garage, driveway and sewage disposal system within 50-FootBuffer Zone to BVW. The property is located at 5 Coolige Drive Southampton, MA 01073.  This project is further shown on Map#34, Parcel #65.

The applicant explained that only a portion of the house and septic system are located within the buffer zone.  Two-thirds of the house and septic system are located outside the buffer zone.  There is an intermittent stream, which started as a man made ditch dug 35 years ago when Presidental Circle was built.  The banks are steep, three to five feet in height with a vegetative border.  The abutters have maintained the property as lawn.  The applicant further informed the ConCom that soil testing passed title V and the proposed set backs are as close to the property line as possible.  There would be minimal grading and the building inspector provided a written opinion stating the property as a buildable lot.

Dan Rukakoski asked if the applicant had examined alternatives to avoid the buffer zone.  The applicant responded that because of the limitations of the property boundaries several house styles were considered and this appears to be the best option.  Robert Floyd explained that because of the weather the ConCom was unable to perform a site visit and asked the applicant to continue the hearing until February 27, 2006 at 8 PM.

Bill Belisle, 167 Brickyard Rd. Southampton who is an abutter wished to go on recorded as stating that he had no objections to the proposed home.

Ray Redfern, 165 Brickyard Rd. Southampton who is an abutter wished to go on recorded as stating that he had no objections to the proposed home.  He further stated that he has not seen any wildlife in the easement area.  

Dan Rukakoski made a motion to continue the application until February 27, 2006 at 8 PM due to inclement conditions in accordance with CMR 310 10:05 $6c.  Alison Rogers seconded the motion and it passed three affirmed and one abstained.

The ConCom discussed the possibility of providing the $600.00 seed money for the Backyard Habitat program since the requested grant had been denied.  It was decided that since little could be done with this program during the winter months to wait and reapply for the grant in April.

Mark Kassis made a motion to send a letter to a prepared list of consultants requesting general information about their qualifications.  Dan Rukakoski seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

8:30 PM meeting adjourned

