
Voted and approved 6-12-07 4-0
Board of Selectmen

Minutes

May 29, 2007
Present:
Michael Phelan, Chairman



Douglas Blanchard



David McDougall



Jess Dods



Diana Schindler, Town Administrator
Absent:

Edward Batchelder
Pledge of Allegiance
7:00 p.m.
Regular Business
I. Review of Minutes

Selectmen Blanchard and Dods moved and seconded to approve the minutes of May 15, 2007 with the correction of the number of votes from five to four.






Voted and approved 4-0

Selectmen Dods and Blanchard moved and seconded to accept the minutes of May 21, 2007 with the following correction of striking the wording after “and…”





Voted and approved 4-0
Selectmen Dods and Blanchard moved and seconded to create a handout to be distributed at the town meeting and any other place of posting which will reflect and summarize the issues and benefits pros and cons of the creation of department of public works.




Voted and approved 4-0

II. Signatures
Selectmen McDougall and Blanchard moved and seconded to approve the video game permit for AEKARA, Inc. d/b/a Red Rock Pizza.







Voted and approved 4-0
Selectmen Dods and Blanchard moved and seconded to approve One Day All Alcohol Permit at Conant Park on June 3, 2007 for Janice Jacque, to begin no earlier than 12 noon.




Voted and approved 4-0

Chairman Phelan asked in the future if a request for a One Day Beer & Wine or All Alcohol comes in to show Chief Silvernail prior to submitting to the Board and to get a copy of the rental agreement from Park Commission.

Selectmen Blanchard and McDougall moved and seconded to sign the Package Store Wine and Malt Beverage License for R&A Schoolcraft, Inc. d/b/a Hampton Ponds Package and Convenience Store.

Voted and approved 4-0 

III. Miscellaneous Updates
Annual Town Meeting

Chairman Phelan asked Robert Floyd if the Board was able to accommodate the scholarships and dedication at Annual Town Meeting at 7:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.
Mr. Floyd stated no.   The Board asked Mr. Floyd to reconsider and think of the kids.  The scholarships and dedication will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

7:15 p.m.
Budget Meeting with Finance Committee



Present: Peter Valinski, John Fitzpatrick, Fleming, Huber, Martin
The Finance Committee reviewed the budget presented by the Town Administrator as a group last Tuesday night and felt there needed to be one more round of changes.   Chairman Phelan stated as of last Monday it was no longer the Town Administrator’s budget it was the Selectmen’s Budget; they voted on the warrant.   The Finance Committee wanted to get the point across the budget was out of balance.  
The finance Committee recommended reducing the Group Health Insurance line item from $790,340 to $750,000.  They further stated the part time employees who currently work twenty hours to be cut to sixteen hours a week, so they don’t qualify for health insurance.  Chairman Phelan stated if they want to make it a long term policy procedural change then they will deal with it but the employees should be given some notice that their insurance is going to change. 

Diana referenced Mass General Law 32B.

The Select Board recommended keeping the line item at $790,340 and not accepting the Finance Committee recommendation.
The Finance Committee further recommended reducing the budget as follows:

Police Salaries and Wages:  
Presented $464,800 reduce to $425,000 
Elementary School:              
Presented $3,750,000 reduce to $3,705,000

Highway Wages:


Presented $177,000 reduce to $165,000
Highway Expenses:

Presented $117,300 reduce to $90,000

Road Machinery Maintenance:
Presented $63,825 reduce to $52,000

Winter Roads Expense:

Presented $70,300 reduce to $60,000
Ed Cauley, Highway Superintendent informed the Finance Committee he believes the Highway Wages should be at least $174,000 he explained that would take care of deficit and also the contracts.

Finance Committee took a vote on the reductions, including changing the reduction of Highway Wages from $165,000 to $174,000.
Chairman Phelan asked Diana to post a Selectmen’s meeting on Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. at the Norris School.

8:30 p.m.
Budget Transfers


Present: Peter Valinski, Steve Hyde, Kristie Shea, 

The Finance committee received a transfer request from Kristie Shea, Treasurer/Collector for a transfer from Reserve fund to Treasurer/Collector Expenses in the amount $3,900 for bond, postage, envelopes etc.  The Finance Committee requested invoices for the printers and computer maintenance which should be directed to the Technology budget lines.  The Finance Committee recommended an interim partial transfer of $2,500.00 from Reserve Fund to the Treasurer/Collector expenses pending receipt of the requested back- up data.  
Steve Hyde, Acting Fire Chief requested multiple interdepartmental transfers and provided a breakdown of items:
To transfer $1,000 from EMT Standby to Billing Clerk Account to pay for ambulance billing company

To transfer $3,324.01 from Ambulance Billing Clerk to Ambulance Expense account

To transfer $1,000.00 from EMT Licensing to Fire Department Expense
To transfer $20,000.00 from Fire Chief Salary to Fire Department Expense

To transfer $2,087.94 from Fund 305451-800 to Fire Department Expenses



Finance Committee took a vote.
Selectmen McDougall and Blanchard moved and seconded to approve the transfers for the Fire Department.



Voted and approved 4-0
9:00 p.m.
Winding River Land Conservancy Dick Evans and Mark Noonan Red Brook Estates CR

Present:  Mark Noonan, Vice President of Winding River Land Conservancy, Dick Evans Attorney representing Winding River, John Fitz-Gibbon representing the developer, Jim Boyle and Judy Boyle land owners.
Chairman Phelan informed everyone at one point he was the Chairman of the Planning Board and when Red Brook Estates was approved and a restriction was put on it, Phelan he may have had something substantial to do with the approval of the plan which includes the Conservation Commission restriction he wanted to disclose that now.
There was a discussion on issues of the Conservation Commission Restriction.  Representative Conservation Commission Robert Floyd expressed his concern to the group regarding the erosion of the bank and the retention pond. 

Selectman McDougall visited the site additional discussion occurred; the group determined that it did not impact the restriction.

Selectmen McDougall and Blanchard moved and seconded to sign the Conservation Restriction.  Mr. Evan will send a copy of the signed Restriction to the Selectmen’s Office.






Voted and approved 3-0-1





Selectman Dods nay
9:30 p.m.
Barnes Airport F15 Noise Issue


Present: Jane Begala, Nilda Cohen, (cant hear the names) 107 Crooked Ledge, Fomer Rd, 
Nilda thanked Diana for being helpful.  Jane thanked the Board for allowing her to speak at tonight’s meeting, and stated the Board agreed to write a letter of concern at the last meeting to the National Guard.  She asked the Board to amend that draft and to include a written request for a formal process and vehicle or mechanism such as a community advisory board for on going engagements, between the effected communities and the air national guard for various issues such as noise litigation, noise abatement plan etc.
Ms. Begala read the draft letter aloud, and asked in the fifth paragraph to be reworded, “We request that we engage in a formal process…” Selectman Dods recommended taking out the phrase “while we have limited knowledge”.  
Ms. Begala further asked the Selectmen to commit to a process of proactive fact finding, and organized structured public discussion on the potential impact of the F15s on the community.  

Selectmen McDougall and Dods moved and seconded to approve the draft letter to Barnes Air Force Base.



Voted and approved 4-0

New Business
Robert Floyd ConCom asked if Marla Hanc could be appointed to the ConCom.
Selectmen asked to have Ms. Hanc come in for an interview.

Diana stated there are two vacancies on the ConCom and asked the Board if she could post the vacancies.

 

Old Business
9:00 p.m.
Dissolve



Selectmen McDougall and Blanchard moved and seconded to dissolve.









Voted and approved 4-0



Minutes typed from tape recording
Respectfully

Regina Shea-Sullivan
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