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Voted and approved 10-23-07
BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Tuesday, October 2, 2007
7:00 PM at Town Hall Meeting Room
Present:   Jess Dods, Chairman

     Michael Phelan, Vice Chair

     Douglas Blanchard

     David McDougall
     Ann Roy, Clerk
     Diana Schindler, Town Administrator
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPOINTMENTS

7:00 p.m.
Executive Session M.G.L. Chapter 39, §23B #6

MOTION: To go into executive session (BLANCHARD, ROY) 

Dods – aye; Phelan – aye; Blanchard – aye; McDougall – aye; Roy – aye







Voted and approved 5-0
7:48 p.m.
Reconvened

7:48 p.m.     
Kristie Shea, Treasurer/Collector-Replacement Position


Present: Kristie Shea

Due to the hiring freeze Ms. Shea met with the Board regarding the recent retirement of the Motor Vehicle Clerk and the open position.  Ms. Shea asked to replace the position of Motor Vehicle Clerk at $11.49 hour (Grade 7, Step 1-Per PPPB Policy Wage Scale) for sixteen (16) hours a week, (four hours less than the current position) with no benefits.

MOTION: to allow Ms. Shea, Treasurer/Collector to replace Motor Vehicle Clerk position under the terms of Grade 7, Step 1 @ $11.49 hour for 16 hours a week with no benefits. (PHELAN, BLANCHARD) 
Voted and approved 5-0
I. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
HVAC system 

Ms. Schindler notified the Board the HVAC broke down in the Town Hall and she rec’d a proposal to fix it for $1900.00.  HG&E is scheduled to come in and look at the system.
Fire Extinguishers and Emergency Lighting

Ed Cauley (audience) stated the fire extinguishers and emergency lighting are inspected annually and the municipal buildings have been evaluated.    
There are eight extinguishers at the Larrabee School.  Ms. Schindler stated the service tech recommended changing the current chemical to a dry chemical and told Ms. Schindler that the Town can shift the extinguishers around.  The tech also said to check with the fire chief and we could move them around and make them accessible.  In the senior center alone there are three.  
MOTION: to recharge or replace the fire extinguishers and repair emergency lights (PHELAN, BLANCHARD).



Voted and approved 5-0



II.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN UPDATES



None at this time


III.
OLD BUSINESS



Proposal from HCOG regarding Regional Inspection Program

Ms. Schindler stated approximately a month ago the select board voted to have her look into regionalization.  Ms. Schindler passed out a proposal to the Board from HCOG.   The towns currently involved in regionalization are: Goshen, Chesterfield, Huntington, and Williamsburg.  Selectman Blanchard stated he is against it and he would like to stay with what we have.  Richard Oleksak, Building Inspector/Zoning Enforcement Officer stated the total of population of the five towns is approximately the total of Southampton’s population.  Mr. Oleksak also stated his current salary is based on 70% of the fees and a stipend. 
Chairman Dods said would like to review all the options to ensure what we have is the most economical given our current financial situation.  

MOTION: To stay with the Building Inspector that we have, and review in the future if needed. (MCDOUGALL, BLANCHARD)


MOTION: Selectman McDougall withdrew his motion.  

MOTION: To hearing a presentation from Jeff Rodgers from the Hampshire Council of Governments with respect to building inspector and zoning enforcement. (PHELAN, ROY).
Voted and approved 3-2


Chairman Dods asked Ms. Schindler if she could arrange a time with Jeff Rodgers and to ask Richard Oleksak to be present.

Formulization of DPW

Chairman Dods stated this was tabled from several meetings ago he would like revisit the Home Rule Petition to create a Department of Public Works.  

MOTION: to draft a home rule petition (BLANCHARD, PHELAN)






Voted and approved 5-0

The Board asked Ms. Schindler to draft a Home Rule Petition.




FY08 Budget
Present: Peter Valinski and John Fitzpatrick members of Finance Committee, members of departments, boards and committees.  
The Select Board, Diana Schindler and members of the Finance Committee reviewed the revised budget line items which consisted of cuts of 19.9%.  Ms. Schindler stated there were a few Departments, Boards and Committees that were unable to cut their budget the full 19.9% or cut anything at all.   She further stated after the recent cuts, the budget is still out of balance by $111,000.00.

MOTION: All Boards, Committees and Departments that did not reduce their expense budget by the required 19.9% or make any effort, be cut with the exception of the Library. (PHELAN, no second) 

Amended motion:

MOTION:  All Boards, Committees and Departments that did not respond with any cuts or explanations with the exception of the Library, which has a surplus of $0.18, that those departments have their budget to be cut by the 19.9% (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)


Voted and approved 5-0

Selectman Phelan stated he would like to see the School Department explore the issue of the Town cutting bus services or charge for bus services and come back to next years budget.
There was a lengthy discussion regarding various options of saving money within that discussion closing the Larrabee School was discussed.
Selectwoman Roy stated she does not support closing the Larrabee School, she would support using Free Cash.

MOTION: To accept article #1 of the left hand column of the proposed budget this includes items on revenue and expenditures which includes the cut of 10,000 from street lights.  (PHELAN, MCDOUGALL)


Voted and approved 5-0   

The Board reviewed the articles for the Special Town Meeting.

MOTION: to accept article#9 on the Special Town Meeting Warrant to allow the Board of Selectmen, to enter into a five-year lease agreement to replace the main photocopier located in Town Hall.  (PHELAN, MCDOUGALL)



Voted and approved 5-0
MOTION: to accept article #10 on the Special Town Meeting Warrant as article #10 accepting Golden Circle as a public way. (PHELAN, MCDOUGALL)



Voted and approved 5-0

MOTION: to accept the articles #3, #4, and #5 for the Special Town Meeting Warrant presented by Community Preservation. (PHELAN, MCDOUGALL)



Voted and approved 5-0

MOTION: to accept article #8 for the Special Town Meeting Warrant for Septic Betterment from Annual Town Meeting of 2006.  (PHELAN, MCDOUGALL)



Voted and approved 5-0

To change the annual meeting date 

MOTION: to accept article #11 on the Special Town Meeting Warrant to amend Article 1, Section 1 of the Bylaws and have the Annual Town Meeting Day to be held on the third Tuesday in May beginning at 7:00 p.m. until its conclusion, excluding Sundays and Holidays. (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)






Voted and approved 5-0

Elections

MOTION: to research different formats for elections specifically those which may have morality and majority or minimum number of votes (BLANCHARD, MCDOUGALL)

Voted and approved 3-2

163

IV.
NEW BUSINESS


2010 Local Census Update

Ms. Schindler recommended to the Board to have Eileen Couture, Town Clerk, liaison in helping to making sure the census is accurate.  

MOTION: to participate on the 2010 Local Census and have Eileen Couture the liaison. (PHELAN, ROY)


Voted and approved 5-0
Recreational Needs Committee

Chairman Dods stated he would like to re-formalize this committee.  

MOTION: to re-formalize the Recreational Needs Committee (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)



Voted and approved 5-0

MOTION: to have five members of the Recreational Needs Committee 

(PHELAN, BLANCHARD)


Voted and approved 5-0
MOTION: to nominate Doug Blanchard as a member of the Recreational Needs Committee (MCDOUGALL, ROY)







Voted and approved 5-0
Chairman Dods asked Ms. Schindler to post the vacancy.

Don Abel (in the audience) asked to be a member of the Recreational Needs Committee.   

MOTION: to appoint Don Abel to the Recreational Needs Committee (MCDOUGALL, PHELAN)


Voted and approved 5-0
The Board went over the needs and duties of the recreational needs committee.  Ms. Schindler to revise the mission statement

V.
LICENSING AND OTHER APPROVALS


None at this time
VI.
MINUTES OF MEETINGS, APPROVAL AND SIGNATURES



Minutes

Ms. Schindler stated she received a ruling from Town Counsel regarding the quorum of minutes to be approved; she further explained if you don’t have a quorum of the meeting and you will need to “invoke the rule of necessity”.  

MOTION: To accept and approve the July 24, 2007 minutes as revised. (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)


Voted and approved 5-0

MOTION: to accept and approve the minutes of August 28, 2007 (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)


Voted and approved 5-0

MOTION: To accept and approve the September 18, 2007 minutes. (ROY, BLANCHARD).



Voted and approved 5-0

Signatures

MOTION: to sign the certificate of achievement for Michael B Flynn for Teacher of the Year 2008. (MCDOUGALL, ROY)







Voted and approved 5-0

Chairman Dods announced the celebration of Michael B Flynn day on October 10, 2007 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and he plans to attend to present the certificate.
MOTION: to have the Special Town Meeting on October30, 2007 at the Norris Elementary School. (PHELAN, ROY)







Voted and approved 5-0

VII. OTHER CORRESPONDENCES AND SIGNATURES
Highway Backhoe Bid

The Board reviewed the bid that was received on Sept 21, 2007 from Schmidt Equipment, (1) New 2008 John Deer Backhoe loader with specs $85,887.00 with trade in allowance $26,400.00 and net delivered price of $59,487.00. 
MOTION: to accept the bid (PHELAN, MCDOUGALL)







Voted and approved 5-0

VIII. OPEN TIME FOR PUBLIC

None at this time


 
Having no further business, the meeting was dissolved at 10:30 P.M.
Respectfully submitted

Regina Shea-Sullivan

