
Voted and approved 10/24/06

  
    Board of Selectmen
4-0-1 Batchelder abstained



Minutes

October 18, 2006
Present:
Michael Phelan, Chairman

David McDougall


Douglas Blanchard


                      




Jess Dods
Regina Shea-Sullivan
Absent:
Edward Batchelder

Pledge of Allegiance

7:00 p.m.
Chris Curtis of PVPC


Chris Curtis presented to the Board the Valley Vision Regional Land Use plan.

Mr. Curtis passed out copies of the plan, summary power point, and memorandum of agreement to the Board.

Mr. Curtis also stated to the Board they have not heard back regarding Smart Growth Technical Assistance Grant.

Mr. Curtis stated there are no costs to the Town, potential money may come to the Town, and there are no restrictions.
The memorandum is an agreement to work with neighboring communities and planning commission.

Mr. Curtis also stated Easthampton, Holyoke and Westfield have signed on.

The Board stated to Chris they would like to review this before signing and to be put on the agenda for the 24th.

7:30 p.m.
Interview Kate Cooper for Cultural Council



Present: Kate Cooper, Elaine Miller



The Board interviewed Kate Cooper.

Selectmen McDougall and Blanchard moved and seconded to appoint Kate Cooper to Cultural Council.




Voted and approved 4-0 

7:40 p.m.
Board of Health-employee



Present: Michael LaValley and Diane Rondeau

The Board of Selectmen spoke with the Board of Health regarding the procedures of new employees.

Chairman Phelan informed the Board of Health the Policy Personnel Procedures Board  asked Kopelman & Paige to review regarding the pay wage of the new employee. 
The Board received a legal opinion from Kopelman & Paige dated 2006 and had a 1998 legal opinion from Kopelman & Paige.  The opinion of 2006 is being researched further.
Chairman Phelan stated once they hear back from Kopelman & Paige this issue will be resolved.  

8:00 p.m.
Executive Session 

Selectmen Dods and Blanchard moved and seconded to go into executive session under M.G.L. Ch.39. §23B #3 by a roll call vote-Phelan-aye; Blanchard-aye; McDougall – aye; Dods – aye. 




Opposed: none, Vote: unanimous
8:25 p.m.
Reconvened


Regular Business

I. Review of Minutes

Selectmen Dods and McDougall moved and seconded to approve the minutes of October 3rd as amended to strike “Selectman Dods suggested Mr. Hamel get an independent review”.



Voted and approved 4-0

Selectmen Dods and McDougall moved and seconded to approve the minutes of October 5th as written.



Voted and approved 3-0

Selectman Blanchard abstained

II. Approval of Warrants
Selectmen McDougall and Blanchard moved and seconded to approve P-07-16 in the amount of $166,190.41.


Voted and approved 4-0

III. Signature
Selectmen McDougall and Dods moved and seconded to approve Chairman Phelan to sign the contract for MRI for the Background and CORI check.







Voted and approved 4-0

Selectmen Dods and Blanchard moved and seconded to table Council on Aging Amended Contract until such time as the Chairman Phelan can ascertain what it relates to. 




Voted and approved 4-0

IV. Correspondence
Selectman Dods read the correspondence aloud
· Summarized the Hampshire Council of Government Contract 

· Letter from Mr. Borucki to invite the Board to the Veterans Day dedication
Chairman Phelan asked to have that faxed to him.

· Summarized the letter from Vijay Dalal regarding tree cutting behind Mr. Truehart’s property.  This letter was referred to the Conservation Commission and to the Building Inspector.  Robert Floyd visited the site.  Mr. Floyd asked Mr. Truehart to re-file a notice of intent.  Chairman Phelan asked to have Richard Oleksak to respond to this issue.

· Summarized a letter from Diana Federman regarding the removal of the Library’s article.  Chairman Phelan wrote a letter of apology for not informing the Library of the removal of the article.

· Chief Hyde dropped off a letter written by Marion Camilleri thanking the fire Department.

· Letter from CDBG.  

· Letter from Department Housing Community Development regarding 2006 subsidized housing inventory. Chairman Phelan asked to forward this to Richard Oleksak and to respond by the 24th.




· Letter of resignation from the Conservation Commission to Robert Floyd from Alison Rogers.  

Selectmen Blanchard and Dods moved and seconded to accept her resignation.





Voted and approved 4-0

Chairman Phelan asked to have the position for the Conservation Commission posted.

· Letter from FRTA.  Chairman Phelan asked to post this until someone volunteers.
· Letter from Mark Annis requesting the use of the Senior Center on November 25th.  Send over to the Senior Center and Jennifer if okay and put on the agenda of the 24th.

Old Business

I. Town Administrator

Executive session scheduled for next week to discuss contracts.

II. Larrabee School
No action taken at this time.
III. Master Plan
Chris Curtis spoke about Valley Vision Regional Plan.
New Business

· Mr. Hamel on Whiteloaf Rd.

Mr. Floyd informed the Board he visited the site there is no Conservation Commission violation on that property from the view of the Conservation Commission and he did call Mr. Hamel.

· Walter Bush’s request

Forward the letter from Kopelman & Paige to Walter Bush

· Selectman Blanchard asked the Board if they could send a Thank you letter to Richard Dumont c/o the Lions Club for painting the gazebo at the Larrabee School.

Selectmen McDougall and Dods moved and seconded to send a letter to Richard Dumont.



Voted and approved 4-0

· Peck Property behind Golden Circle asked for the Boards support.  Chairman Phelan asked Mr. Floyd to do a site visit and report back to the Board.

8:40 p.m.
Open time for Public

8:50 p.m.
Adjourn



Selectmen Blanchard and Dods moved and seconded to adjourn.










Voted and approved 4-0
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