TOWN OF SOUTHAMPTON  

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Annual Town Meeting Warrant

Fiscal Year 2009
HAMPSHIRE SS:

To the Constables of the Town of Southampton in the County of Hampshire.

GREETING:

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of said Town, qualified to vote on Town affairs, to meet at William E. Norris Elementary School, located at 34 Pomeroy Meadow Road, in said Southampton on Tuesday, the twentieth day in May next, at seven in the evening, then and there to act on the following articles:

ARTICLE  1:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $10,000.00 from the Community Preservation Surcharges-Undesignated Account to be used to fund administrative expenses of the Community Preservation Committee; or take any other action relative thereto.


ARTICLE  2:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $5,000.00 from the Community Preservation Surcharges-Historical Preservation Account to be used by the Veterans’ Grave Officer for the purchase and repair of veterans’ grave markers; or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE  3:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $6,000.00 from the Community Preservation Surcharges-Historical Preservation Account to the Board of Selectmen for the purpose of preserving and copying early Town records, including the Town Record Book, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into a grant agreement with the Deaconate of the Southampton Congregational Church to carry out such purpose; or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE  4:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $3,500.00 from the Community Preservation Surcharges-Historical Preservation Account to be used by the Edwards Public Library for the purchase of a flatbed copier and funding for technician to make copies of early town documents; or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE  5:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $25,000.00 from the Community Preservation Surcharges-Undesignated Account to be used by the Board of Selectmen to hire a consultant to perform a Feasibility Study to determine viability of development of Greenway in Southampton; or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE  6:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $5,000.00 from the Community Preservation Surcharges-Undesignated Account to be used by the Board of Selectmen to fund an appraisal of the land to be used for the Southampton Greenway; or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE  7:
To see if the Town will vote to fix salaries of all elected officials for the fiscal year July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009, and raise and appropriate monies as identified in the Town’s omnibus budget, as attached, for such fiscal year; or take any other action relative thereto. 
ARTICLE  8:
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $241,769.00 for the Landfill Enterprise Fund; amount to be funded from the following sources:
Permits

$   75,600.00

Charges (Tipping)
     48,800.00


Bag Fees

     69,800.00

Recycling

     21,500.00

Investment Income
       4,500.00
 
Retained Earnings
     10,000.00

WPAT Subsidies
     11,569.00



Total:
$ 241,769.00   
Or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE  9:
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $588,602.00 for the Water Enterprise Fund; amount to be funded from the following sources:



Water Charges

$  454,000.00



Hook-up Charges
      46,750.00




Investment Income
        5,000.00




Retained Earnings
      10,000.00




WPAT Subsidies
      72,852.00





Total:
$  588,602.00  
Or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE  10:
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $20,401.00 from the WPAT Loan Repayment Account to fund the amortization of WPAT bonds; or take any other action relative thereto. 
ARTICLE  11:
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $80,554.00 from the Ambulance Fees Account to fund EMS/Ambulance related expenses; or take any other action relative thereto. 
ARTICLE  12:
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $121,753.00 from Free Cash to be used to reduce the FY09 tax rate; or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE  13:
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $158,942.00 from the Stabilization Fund to fund the portion of the Capital Improvement Plan for Fiscal 2009; or take any other action relative thereto. 
Two-thirds vote required.

ARTICLE  14:
To see if the Town will vote to authorize its Treasurer/Collector, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to enter into a compensating balance agreement or agreements with one or more banking institutions beginning in Fiscal Year 2009 and extending for as much as three years, pursuant to Chapter 44, Section 53F and subsequent revisions of the General Laws of Massachusetts; or take any other action relative thereto. 
ARTICLE  15:
To see if the Town will vote pursuant to the provisions of Section 53E½ of Chapter 44 of the Massachusetts General Laws, to authorize the operation of revolving funds for certain town departments for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2008 with specific receipts credited to each fund, the purposes for which each fund may be spent and the maximum that may be spent from each fund for the fiscal year as follows; or take any other action relative thereto.

 

	Revolving Fund Title
	Authorized to Spend Fund
	Revenue Source
	Use of Fund
	FY08

Spending Limit

	Plumbing Inspections
	Plumbing Inspector
	Plumbing Inspection Receipts
	Payment for  Plumbing Inspection Services
	$5,000

	Electrical Inspections
	Electrical Inspector
	Electrical Inspection Receipts 
	Payment for Electrical Inspection Services
	$7,500

	Health Department Inspections
	Board of Health 
	Health Department Inspection Receipts 
	Payment for Health Inspection Services
	$15,000

	Fire Inspections
	Fire Chief 
	Fire Permit Fees and Applications
	Payment for Fire Inspection Services 
	$10,000

	Planning Board
	Planning Board
	Filing Fees
	Administrative

Expense
	$10,000


	Zoning Board of Appeals
	Zoning Board of Appeals
	Receipts from Fees


	ZBA Expenditures
	$3,000

	Council on Aging Van
	Council on Aging Director 
	Receipts from Operation of Van
	Payment for Operation of COA Van
	$20,000

	Dog Licensing and Control
	Town Clerk and Dog Officer
	Dog License Fees and Other Related Charges 
	Expenses Related to Admin. of licenses & Dog Control 
	$8,000


ARTICLE  16:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $107,028.00 from the Norris School Debt Exclusion Reserve Fund to fund a portion of the Norris School Fiscal 2009 debt service; or take any other action relative thereto.
ARTICLE  17:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the care, custody and control of the parcel of land described below from the Board of Selectmen for sanitary land fill purposes to the Board of Selectmen for the purpose of conveyance, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to convey a fee simple interest in the parcel of town-owned land located on Cook Road, shown on Assessors Map 30, Parcel 34 and described in an Order of Taking instrument recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds in Book 1585, Page 14, containing 40 acres, more or less,  to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, by and through its Fish and Game Department, upon such terms and conditions and for such consideration as the Selectmen deem in the best interest of the Town; or take any other action relative thereto.

Two-thirds vote required.
ARTICLE  18:  To see if the Town will vote per Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 30B, §12 to allow the Hampshire Regional School District Administration to enter into a five year contract, consisting of a three year base contract with the option to renew each year for two additional years, to provide bus transportation to the Hampshire Regional High School, the Chesterfield-Goshen Regional School, and the public schools of Southampton, Westhampton, and Williamsburg and vocational schools as necessary; or take any other action relative thereto.   
ARTICLE 19:  To see if the Town will vote to accept, for all boards, committees or commissions holding adjudicatory hearings in the Town, the provisions of G.L. c.39, §23D, which shall provide that a member of a municipal board, committee or commission

holding an adjudicatory hearing shall not be disqualified from voting in the matter solely due to that member’s absence from no more than a single session of the hearing at which testimony or other evidence is received, provided that certain conditions are met; or take any other action relative thereto. 


ARTICLE  20:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to petition the General Court for special legislation, as set forth below, relating to establishing a Department of Public Works in the Town, provided, however, that the General Court may make clerical or editorial changes of form only to the bill, unless the Board of Selectmen approve amendments to the bill before enactment by the General Court, and provided further that the Board of Selectmen is hereby authorized to approve amendments which shall be within the scope of the general public objectives of this petition; or take any other action relative thereto. 

AN ACT ESTABLISHING A DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS IN THE TOWN OF SOUTHAMPTON
Section 1.
There shall be established in the Town of Southampton a Department of Public Works, hereinafter called the Department, under the jurisdiction of the Board of Selectmen.  The Department shall have charge and responsibility for the management of all public works operations of the town including but not limited to the following:  highway, water, sewer, solid waste, park, playground and cemetary maintenance, engineering services, building maintenance of all town buildings, and other operations as deemed necessary or desirable.  The Board of Selectmen shall have the power to make all policy decisions related to the operations of public works within the town of Southampton.  

Section 2.
The Board of Selectmen shall appoint and fix the compensation of a director of public works and all employees of the department.  The director of public works shall supervise and direct the operations of the Department. The director shall be especially fitted by education, training and experience to perform the duties of the office; the director shall have such other qualifications as the Board of Selectmen may from time to time prescribe.  

Section 3.
Upon appointment of a director of public works as provided in Section 2, the Water Commission shall become an advisory board and the management of all elements of the water system shall be transferred to the Department.  The Water Commission shall have the power to provide recommendations and information to the Board of Selectmen and the director of the Department on matters related to the operations of the water system.

Section 4.
The Water Commission shall be appointed by the Board of Selectmen for terms of office so arranged that the terms of office of one member expires each year.  The incumbents holding the office of water commissioner shall continue to serve for the balance of the term for which they were elected.  Upon the expiration of the terms of the incumbent water commissioners, the offices shall be appointed by the Board of Selectmen.

Section 5.
Upon appointment of a director of public works as provided in Section 2, the Park Commission shall become an advisory board and the management of all elements of the park system shall be transferred to the Department.  The Park Commission shall have the power to provide recommendations and information to the Board of Selectmen and the director of the Department on matters related to the operations of the park system.

Section 6.
The Park Commission shall be appointed by the Board of Selectmen for terms of office so arranged that the terms of office of one member expires each year.  The incumbents holding the office of park commissioner shall continue to serve for the balance of the term for which they were elected.  Upon the expiration of the terms of the incumbent park commissioners, the offices shall be appointed by the Board of Selectmen.

Section 7.
Upon appointment of a director of public works as provided in Section 2, the Cemetery Commission shall become an advisory board and the management of the elements of the cemetery system shall be transferred to the Department.  The Cemetery Commission shall continue to administer the sale of cemetery lots and have the power to provide recommendations and information to the Board of Selectmen and the director of the Department on matters related to the operations of the cemetery system.

Section 8.
The Cemetery Commission shall be appointed by the Board of Selectmen for terms of office so arranged that the terms of office of one member expires each year.  The incumbents holding the office of cemetery commissioner shall continue to serve for the balance of the term for which they were elected.  Upon the expiration of the terms of the incumbent cemetery commissioners, the offices shall be appointed by the Board of Selectmen.


Section 9.
No person in the permanent full-time service or employment of the town shall forfeit pay grade or time in service.  Each such person shall be retained in a capacity as similar to the person’s former capacity as it is practical.  No contracts or liabilities in force on the date when this act becomes fully effective shall be affected by this act.  

Section 10.
This act shall take effect upon its passage.

And you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting up attested copies thereof at five usual places in said town, seven days at least, before the time of holding said meeting.

Hereof, fail not, and make due return of this Warrant, with your doings thereon, to the town clerk, at the time and place of meeting, as aforesaid.

Given under our hands this eighth day of May in the year of our Lord two thousand and eight.   





BOARD OF SELECTMEN







___________________________






Jess Dods, Chair






___________________________





Michael Phelan




___________________________





David McDougall





___________________________





Douglas Blanchard





___________________________





Ann Roy 
A true copy.

Attest: ___________________________________


Constable 
Date: ___________________       
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