ARTICLES OF THE WARRANT

FOR THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
Hampshire ss.

To the Constable of the Town of Southampton in said County:

GREETINGS:

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town qualified to vote in Town affairs to meet at the William E. Norris School, in said Southampton on Saturday, the 3rd day of June 2006 at 10:00 a.m. for the following:

ARTICLE 1
To see if the Town will vote to authorize its Treasurer/Collector, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to enter into a compensating balance agreement or agreements with one or more banking institutions beginning in Fiscal Year 2007 and extending for as much as three years, pursuant to Chapter 44, Section 53F and subsequent revisions of the General Laws of Massachusetts; or take any other action relative thereto. 

ARTICLE 2
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $7,500 from Community Preservation Surcharges to fund administrative expenses of the Community Preservation Committee; or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 3
To see if the Town will vote to fix salaries of all elected officials for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2006, raise and appropriate further sums of money for the maintenance of the several departments of the Town and other necessary charges for such fiscal year, as it pertains to Articles 3-13; or take any other action relative thereto. (See budget on following pages)
ARTICLE 14
To see if the Town will vote to authorize revolving funds for certain Town departments under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, §53E ½ for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2006 as follows; or take any other action relative thereto.
	Revolving Fund
	Authorized to Spend Fund
	Revenue Source
	Use of Fund
	FY2007
Spending Limit

	Building Inspections
	Building Inspector
	Building Inspection Receipts
	Payment for Building Inspector Services
	$35,000

	 Planning Board
	Planning Board
	Filing Fees
	Administrative
Expense
	$1,000


	Electrical Inspections 
	Building Inspector
	Electrical Inspections Receipts
	Payment for Electrical Inspector Services
	$7,500

	Plumbing Inspections
	Building Inspector
	Plumbing Inspection Receipts 
	Payment for Plumbing  Inspector Services
	$5,000

	Health Department

Inspections
	Board of Health
	Health Department

Inspection Receipts
	Payment for Health, Inspection Services
	$15,000

	Council on Aging Van
	Council on Aging Director
	Receipts for Operation of Van
	Payment for Operation /Council on Aging Van
	$20,000

	Zoning Board of Appeals
	Zoning Board of Appeals
	Receipts from Fees


	ZBA Expenditures
	$3,000

	Dog Licensing

and Control
	Town Clerk
	Receipts from Dog Licenses and Other Related Charges
	Expenditures for Dog Control.
	$8,000


ARTICLE 15
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to petition the General Court for a special act as follows:

   Section 1
Not withstanding any general or special act to the contrary the position of Fire Chief in the Town of Southampton shall be exempt from the provisions of Chapter 31 of the Massachusetts General Laws.

Section 2
The acceptance of the Massachusetts General Law Chapter 48 § 42, the so called “Strong Fire Chief Law” by the voters of the Town of Southampton is hereby revoked and the Town of Southampton’s Fire Department will operate under the provisions of the Massachusetts General Law Chapter 48 § 42A, the so called “Weak Fire Chief Law” effective on the passage of this act.

Section 3
The provisions of Section 1 shall not impair the Civil Service status of any incumbent holding the position of Fire Chief in the Town of Southampton on the effective date of this act nor shall the status of the incumbent be affected by the provisions of Section 2; or take any other action relative thereto. 

ARTICLE 16
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of up to $31,000 from the Stabilization Fund to purchase a new plow, frame and sander for the Highway Department; or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 17
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of up to $35,000 from the Stabilization Fund to purchase a new 4x4 pickup, one (1) ton, with plow and frame, for the Highway Department and trade in the1995 pick-up; or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 18
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of up to $31,000 from the Stabilization Fund to replace the 2000 Ford Crown Victoria Police Cruiser and equipment; or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 19
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of up to $30,000 from the Stabilization Fund to repair the water truck and upgrade from 1,000 gallons to 1,500 gallons, repair rusting pipes, place 10” dump at rear of truck, add 2 ½’ inlet and outlets at rear of truck, upgrade lighting to NFPA standards and replace tires on Engine 1(1988 International Fire Truck); or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 20
To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of up to $20,000 from the Stabilization Fund to purchase kitchen equipment, custodial equipment and security improvements at the William Norris Elementary School; or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 21
To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of up to $8,900 from the Stabilization Fund to purchase accounting software; or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 22
To see if the Town will vote to continue membership in the Hampshire Council of Governments for Fiscal Years 2007 through 2010 with a 75% reduction in annual membership dues; or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 23
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Southampton By-law, Article XVII §1 to state “There is hereby established a Council on Aging consisting of seven (7) citizens of the Town to be appointed by the Board of Selectmen”; or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 24
 To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Southampton By-Laws, Article XVII Section 5 to state “It shall be the duty of the                            Council on Aging to carry out programs designed to meet problems of the aging in coordination with programs of the Department of Elder Affairs, pursuant to Chapter 40, Section 8B of the Massachusetts General Laws.”; or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 25
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of up to $32,000 to purchase a new Ford Explorer 4x4 type vehicle and equipment to replace the 1996 Ford Expedition Police Cruiser and equipment, contingent upon the passage of a Capital Expenditure Exclusion under General Laws Chapter 59, Section 21C; or take any other action thereto.
ARTICLE 26
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of up to $32,000 to purchase a new Ford Explorer 4x4 type vehicle and equipment to replace the 1997 Crown Victoria Fire Chief’s vehicle, contingent upon the passage of a Capital Expenditure Exclusion under General Laws Chapter 59, Section 21C; or take any other action thereto.
ARTICLE 27
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Treasurer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen to borrow the sum of up to $170,000 to purchase a newer (used) Fire Truck, contingent upon the passage of a Debt Exclusion under General Laws Chapter 59 Section 21C; or take any other action thereto.
ARTICLE 28To see if the Town will vote to establish an Agricultural Commission to represent the Southampton commercial farming and agricultural community, as well as other farming and forestry activities; or take any other action relative thereto.   
Purpose:
The purpose of the Agricultural Commission will be to support commercial agriculture and other farming activities in the Town of Southampton. The Commission’s duties shall include, but are not limited to, the following: serve as facilitators for encouraging the pursuits of agriculture in Southampton; promote agricultural based economic opportunities in Town; act as mediators, advocates, educators, and/or negotiators on farming issues; work for the preservation of prime agricultural lands; advise the Board of Selectmen, Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, Conservation Commission, Board of Health, Historical Commission, Board of Assessors and the Open Space Committee, or any other appropriate Town boards, on issues involving agriculture; and shall pursue all initiatives appropriate to creating a sustainable agricultural community. 

The Commission shall consist of five members appointed by the Board of Selectmen, of which the majority of the membership shall be primarily engaged in the pursuit of agriculture. All members of the commission must either be residents of the Town, or owners and farmers of agriculture property within the Town, with first consideration going to individuals engaging in farming.

There may be up to three alternates appointed to the Commission by the Board of Selectmen and will fill any vacancies at a meeting of the Commission.

In making its appointments, the Board of Selectmen is asked specifically to consider the intent of the Commission to represent the agricultural interests of the Town.

The terms will be as follows: Two members for a term of three years; two members for a term of two years and three thereafter; and one member for a term of one year and three years thereafter.

The Board of Selectmen shall fill a vacancy based on the unexpired term of the vacancy in order to maintain the cycle of appointments, based upon the recommendations of the Commission.  

ARTICLE 29
To see if the town will vote to transfer a sum of money from the Norris School Debt Exclusion Reserve Fund to fund a portion of the Norris School Fiscal 2007 debt service; or take any other action relative thereto.
ARTICLE 30 To see if the Town  will  vote to transfer the sum of $19,331.22 from
Free Cash for the purpose of paying an omitted portion of the Town’s prior year’s obligation to fund its share of Hampshire Regional Administrative Salaries; or take any other action thereto.

ARTICLE 31To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer or otherwise provide the sum of $200,000 for the purpose of financing the following water pollution abatement facilities projects, repair, replacement and/or update of septic systems, pursuant to agreements between the Board of Health and residential property owners, including without limitation all costs thereof as defined in Section 1 of Chapter 29C of the General Laws; that to meet the appropriation the Treasurer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, is authorized to borrow $200,000 and Issue bonds or notes therefore under G.L. c. 111, s. 127B ½ and/or Chapter 29C of the General Laws; that project and financing costs shall be repaid by the property owners, in accordance with those agreements; but such bonds or notes shall be general obligations of the Town; that the Treasurer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen is authorized to borrow all or a portion of such amount from the Massachusetts water Pollution Abatement Trust established pursuant to Chapter 29C and in connection therewith to enter into a loan agreement and/or security agreement with the Trust and otherwise contract with the Trust and department of Environmental Protection with respect to such Loan and for any federal or state aid available for  the projects for the financing thereof, and that the Board of Selectmen, Boar of Public Works or other appropriate local body or official is authorized to enter into a project regulatory agreement with the Department of Environment Protection, to expend all funds available for the projects and take any other action necessary to carry out the projects; or take any other thereto.
ARTICLE 32
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate an additional  sum of $60,000 to Police Wages to hire one additional police officer and increase man hours, and $10,000 to Police Expenses for additional expenses, contingent upon the passage of an Override under General Laws Chapter 59 Section 21C;  or take any other action relative thereto.
ARTICLE 33
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate an additional  sum of $60,000 to Police Wages to hire a second additional police officer and increase man hours, and $10,000 to Police Expenses for additional expenses, contingent upon the passage of an Override under General Laws Chapter 59 Section 21C; or take any other action relative thereto.
ARTICLE 34
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate an additional sum of $67,000 to Elementary Education to hire a Vice Principal, contingent upon the passage of an Override under General Laws Chapter 59 Section 21C; or take any other action relative thereto.
ARTICLE 35
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate an additional sum of money to Hampshire Regional Education to fund the budget recommended by the Hampshire Regional School Committee, contingent upon the passage of an Override under General Laws Chapter 59 Section 21C; or take any other action relative thereto.
ARTICLE 36
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate an additional sum of $20,000 to Road Machinery Maintenance for the maintenance of Highway Department equipment, contingent upon the passage of an Override under General Laws Chapter 59 Section 21C; or take any other action relative thereto.
ARTICLE 37
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate additional sums of $15,000 to Winter Roads Wages and $30,000 to Winter Roads Expenses; contingent upon the passage of an Override under General Laws Chapter 59 Section 21C; or take any other action relative thereto.
ARTICLE 38
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate additional sums of $13,000 to Library Wages and $16,000 to Library Expenses, contingent upon the passage of an Override under General Laws Chapter 59 Section 21C; or take any other action relative thereto.
And you are hereby directed to serve this warrant by posting an attested copy thereof at the Town Hall in said Southampton, and notices seven days, at least, before the time of holding said meeting. 

Given under our hands this 23rd of May, two thousand and six.

___________________________________ 



Michael Phelan, Chairman

___________________________________                       

Edward Batchelder, Vice Chairman                      
_____________________________


David McDougall
_____________________________ 

Douglas Blanchard

____________________________________
Jess Dods, Clerk
Southampton Board of Selectmen

True Copy Attest
_____________________________________

________________



Constable






Date



      
