SOUTHAMPTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting
Dragon Library-William E. Norris School

October 28, 2009
6:00 PM

Call to Order: Kim Schott, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:   Kimberly Schott, Don Abel, Julie Babyak, John Fitzpatrick, Craig Jurgensen, Bill Collins, Cindy Landers
Visitors:  Ann Roy (Selectboard Liaison), Cheryl Salomão, Laurie Farkas, Roxie Duval
Routine Matters: 

On a motion (Babyak/Abel) the minutes of the September 23, 2009 meeting were unanimously approved, subject to the correction that the school failed to meet AYP in math not ELA.  
Warrants were reviewed and signed for approval.

The HEC Articles of Agreement were presented for vote on their Amendment.  Franklin County schools will now be admitted, and the name of the organization will be the Collaborative for Educational Services.  On a motion (Abel/Babyak) it was unanimously voted to approve the Articles of Agreement for the Collaborative for Educational Services.

The Chair presented information from the State Ethics Commission regarding the Conflict of Interest Laws and Certification requirements.

The Mother’s Club requested permission to have closed alcohol containers on school premises for their annual auction, and on a motion (Fitzpatrick/Babyak) it was unanimously voted to approve the Mother’s Club request for permission to have closed alcohol containers on school property for December 4, 2009 with a snow date of December 5, 2009.

On line access to school lunch accounts was reviewed with start up costs of $300.00 and annual fees of $200.00 per year.

The Paraprofessional work schedule was reviewed with respect to half days and professional development and on a motion (Abel/Fitzpatrick) it was unanimously voted to enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with respect to the Paraprofessional contract to allow the exchange of three (3) half days for conferences in October with a full day of Professional Development on November 24, 2009.

The Chair presented a summary of the results of the Board of Selectman meeting of October 20, 2009.  There would be no budget cuts placed on the Special Town Meeting warrant.

Laurie Farkas and Roxie Duval presented a report regarding the potential needs for providing services to special needs students in the preschool program.  Options for providing services to all students requiring SPED services, available resources in the school, and potential expenses relating to an expansion of services.

Budget:

Cindy Landers presented the current status of the FY09 Budget.  There was a $22,000.00 decrease in anticipated grant funding.  The REAP grant was awarded in the amount of $44,000.00.  Proposed line item transfers were presented, but tabled until the next meeting.

Policy:

Policies JF-School Admissions, JFAA-Admission of Resident Students, JFAB-Nonresident Students and JFBB-School Choice were presented for a first reading, with a proposed residency statement.
Superintendent’s Report:
The Superintendent advised that he had instituted a spending freeze on discretionary items, subject to his review.  A status on the H1N1 vaccination program was presented, and Standards Based Report Cards.
Principal’s Report:  Mr. Collins submitted a written report for consideration by the Committee.  Information was presented on the district wide professional development program, the Pioneer Valley Literacy Conference to be held at the Norris School.
Future Business:  The next regular meeting is scheduled for November 19, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.
Adjourn:  On a motion (Fitzpatrick/Babyak)  the meeting was adjourned at 9:48 p.m..
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