SOUTHAMPTON ENERGY COMMITTEE
Southampton Town Hall Meeting Room
Oct. 8, 2009

Present:  Kurt Boisjolie, Brad Brousseau, Mike Buehler, Craig Issod   

Also present:  Chuck Kaniecki
Meeting called to order at 6:02 p.m.

The Sept. 10, 2009 minutes were unanimously approved.  The Sept. 22, 2009 minutes were unanimously approved with minor changes.
The following old business was discussed:
1. Home Energy Savings Seminar
Members were pleased with the content of the Sept. 22 seminar and the turnout of ca. 30 people.  There was general interest in hosting future events of a similar nature.  Mr. Issod suggested that it would be efficient to do so in cooperation with energy committees (or related groups) in nearby towns.
2. Larabee reuse and possible photovoltaic (PV) array
The finalized application for the EECBG grant is available, and Ms. Schindler will  be responsible for completing and submitting it by the Dec. 7 deadline.  
3. Green Communities Workshop
A Green Communities workshop will be held the morning of Oct. 29 in Hadley.  Mssrs. Boisjolie and Buehler agreed to attend and report back at the next Committee meeting.
4. Southampton Master Plan
Mr. Issod reported on the first meeting of the master planning committee.  As a first step they have requested that we recommend key community stakeholders to be interviewed.  
5. Visit by Jim Barry, Mass. Dept. of Energy Resources
Mr. Barry has filled a new position established by the Mass. Green Communities Act, and will represent 106 western Mass. towns (including Southampton).  He summarized services available to municipalities from the DOER:

· Support for implementing the five Green Community criteria and support for resulting grant applications.  Once criteria are met, DOER can also provide assistance with applications for grants from fund generated by regional greenhouse gas cap-and-trade initiative.
· ESCO consulting.

· Grant writing support for applications for EECBG funds.

· Municipal energy audits (Southampton is already on the waiting list.)  

· Within six months DOER plans to roll out an on-line “energy use information system,” which will automatically report gas and electric data at the meter level, with oil use data to be supplied by towns.  
The following new business was discussed:

6. Visit by Jess Bergman of SmartPower
WMECO ha partnered with SmartPower to create www.westernmasssaves.com.  This site involves three separate energy-savings programs geared to high school students, college students and homeowners.  This is a 6-month pilot project, and SmartPower seeks to enlist enough users to demonstrate a critical mass to WMECO.  Mr. Issod will examine the web site and if appropriate link to the Energy Committee web site.
Meetings scheduled:  The next EC meeting has been scheduled for Thursday, November 5 at 5:45 p.m. at the Southampton Town Hall.  
Dissolve:  Meeting dissolved at 7 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mike Buehler

Secretary, Energy Committee
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