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Voted and approved 10/28/08 3-0

BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Tuesday, September 16, 2008
7:00 PM at Town Hall Meeting Room
Present:   
Douglas Blanchard, Vice Chairman


Michael Phelan


Ann Roy
Absent:
Jess Dods, Chairman and David McDougall
Also Present:
Diana Schindler, Town Administrator
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Call to Order

SCHEDULED APPOINTMENTS
7:15 p.m. 
Chief Silvernail – Re: Building Reuse
There was a lengthy discussion regarding the future use of Town Hall as a police Department and the use of the Larrabee School. Also there was a discussion of the cost associated 
Chief Silvernail updated the Board regarding crime in the Town.



I.     
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Letter from Dept. of Public Safety
Town received a letter acknowledging the response to the DPS review.  According to the letter, a review of the town’s progress is anticipated in the near future.  (Attachment #1)

Celebrate Old Home Days
Met with Deb D’Amico (Attachment #2) Need direction re: next year’s event
Ms. Schindler summarized she would like to set up a separate committee “Old Home Day Committee”, that operate independently from the town.  This year there were concerns about liability.  

The town has been appropriating between $600.00 and $1200.00 for years and years.  Mass General Laws have a list that can be appropriate money for.  And you only can appropriate money for town celebration is they are relating to town celebration. In addition to the funding, it is a bigger issue regarding liability.  The Town is funding the event and doing it on their property, and issuing food permits to ourselves.  Ms. Schindler stated her concerns, to find out if it is legal and to know what the ramifications are.  

MOTION: To check with Town Counsel about the legality of a town wide celebration and funding. (PHELAN, BLANCHARD) 

Voted and approved 4-0

Easthampton Sewer in Southampton – Ed Cauley asked me to update you on this.  
City of Easthampton is interested in installing two manholes at intersections in Southampton for use by the Eastwood and Pine Meadow Estates.  Also, they would like to install thirty six laterals on Line Street and County Road.  Ed may support this if all costs are paid to Easthampton directly since the Town currently does not have a sewer enterprise fund, sewer commissioners or district.  

There is potential to set up a district or have the water commissioners also be sewer commissioners; however there is not enough revenue for such an enterprise to be self-supporting at this time.  Ed will attend a meeting in Easthampton tomorrow and find out more.  

We are still working on sewer infrastructure in Southampton and will meet with SEA reps next week to discuss next steps.

Selectman Phelan stated we should look into the failed systems on County Road.

Greenway Appraisal and Feasibility Study

At the request of officials at Pioneer Valley RR, Ms. Schindler is drafting a letter detailing the next steps the Town plans to take toward the development of a Greenway on the former RR bed.  Once we get confirmation from the RR that they are interested in selling the land to the Town, Ms. Schindler will present the request for quotes for the appraisal and the RFP for the Feasibility Study to the Board and to Town Counsel for review before sending out and posting.  
II.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN UPDATES



Upcoming Events/Meetings




October 18, 2008 MMA Fall Conference for Selectmen






September 17, 2008 Plan for Progress 8:15 to 10:30 a.m. at HCC




October 31, 2008 MMA Breakfast at GCC




October 16, 2008 CPC 



III.    
OLD BUSINESS

Energy Committee Formation

MOTION: To form the Southampton Energy Committee with a total of five members and two alternates. (PHELAN, ROY)

Voted and approved 4-0

Building Reuse Committee

Ms. Schindler stated at the last meeting the Board was looking for additional names, she stated we posted the vacancy on the Access Channel and posted notices around town such as Big Y, the Library and some Package Stores.  Ms. Schindler passed out the list of fourteen names.  Ms. Schindler stated she drafted the criteria.  Selectman Blanchard suggested for the Board to review the criteria and the names and to come back with any changes. Selectman Phelan would like to modify the criteria and limit the committee to two town employees.  The committee will consist of seven members.
MOTION:  To limit the committee to two town employees. (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)






Voted and approved 4-0

MOTION: To approve the criteria with the modification (PHELAN, ROY)






Voted and approved 4-0

Review of Purchase and Sale Agreement


The Board reviewed the Purchase and Sale Agreement.  

MOTION: To accept the Purchase and Sale Agreement contingent upon the acceptance of the sign and to be reviewed by town counsel. (BLANCHARD, ROY)






Voted and approved 3-0







Selectman Phelan abstained

IV. NEW BUSINESS

Special Town Meeting Draft Warrant and Discussion

Ms. Schindler stated she does not have a draft yet, but presented the Board with an updated budget.  
Ms. Schindler stated Greg Kwolek, Water Commissioner presented an article to be put on the Special Town Meeting Warrant.  Ms. Schindler stated she will have the actual special town warrant drafted at their next meeting.  The special town meeting is scheduled for October 21, 2008.

Ms. Schindler stated Bob Messier, Veterans Agent asked to have for $250.00 to purchase a lap top computer.  Other communities that Mr. Messier work with have agreed to share the cost of the purchase.  

MOTION: To put the Veterans Agent request of $250.00 for laptop on the special town meeting warrant. (BLANCHARD, ROY)

Voted and approved 4-0

Ms. Schindler stated she is going to put the DPW formation on the special town meeting warrant. Selectman Blanchard asked if this article could be put in the beginning of the special town meeting warrant.  Selectman Phelan suggested to have a couple of public information sessions and to get something from the other boards in writing that support the DPW formation. Ms. Schindler suggested October 7th from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

MOTION: To put the DPW formation on the special town meeting warrant and to have a public information session prior to the meeting. (BLANCHARD, ROY)









Voted and approved 4-0

Ms. Schindler stated after the debt exclusion vote they did not do the borrowing.  Ms. Schindler stated in many of the model of RFPs that have done these projects every one of them said in the RFQ, they had some money now but not all of money.  Ms. Schindler asked if they want to wait until they know what the number is possibly at the annual town meeting or do they want to do it now.  Ms. Schindler stated Eileen Couture is very concerned regarding the authorization to borrow. 
MOTION: To put the article of 2.2 million for Larrabee Renovation on the Special Town Meeting Warrant (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)

Voted and approved 4-0

Review Electrical Permit Fees 

Ms. Schindler summarized last meeting there was a discussion regarding the electrical fees.  The Board of Selectmen did not vote on the new Electrical Permit Fees.

MOTION: To adopt the revised fee schedule for electrical permits they examined at the last meeting.  (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)

Voted and approved 4-0

Letter from David Weiss re: Proposal for Inter Municipal Agreement

Ms. Schindler asked the Board to table until Ed Cauley was present.  

MOTION: To table until next meeting and Ed Cauley is present. (BLANCHARD, PHELAN)





Voted and approved 4-0

Town Administrator Review

Chairman Dods asked the Board to complete the review chart for the Town Administrator Review he will then tally the scores and read them aloud at the next Selectmen’s meeting.  
V. OTHER CORRESPONDENCE AND SIGNATURES

Nothing at this time
VI. MINUTES OF MEETINGS, APPROVAL & SIGNATURES

9/2/08, 8/19/08, 8/5/08

MOTION: To approve the minutes of August 19, 2008 as written (BLANCHARD, PHELAN)




Voted and approved 3-0







Selectwoman Roy abstained

MOTION: To approve the minutes of September 2, 2008 as written. (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)



Voted and approved 3-0







Chairman Dods abstained

MOTION: To approve the minutes of August 5, 2008 as written. (BLANCHARD, ROY)







Voted and approved 3-0







Selectman Phelan abstained

PCF’s and PRF’s

MOTION: To sign the PCF for Mark Groeber from 21.27 to 23.51 (BLANCHARD, PHELAN)




Voted and approved 4-0

Selectman Phelan stated he was at the Personnel Policy Procedure Meeting when Chief Silvernail present to the Board.

MOTION: To sign the PCF for Thomas Cote of resignation of August 14, 2008. (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)


Voted and approved 4-0

MOTION: To sign the PRF for Highway Department to fill open position of Attendant  part time 14 hours week at 12.93 hour. (BLANCHARD, PHELAN)







Voted and approved 4-0
MOTION: To sign the PCF for Drew Morse part time fire fighter hourly rate of $13.35 who replaces Donald Snyder. (BLANCHARD, PHELAN)







Voted and approved 4-0

MOTION: To sign the PCF for James Kaleta full time 40 hours week, highway personnel, change in salary from $14.58 to $15.58and change in position from laborer/truck deliver to truck driver/heavy equipment operation. (BLANCHARD, PHELAN)







Voted and approved 4-0

MOTION: To sign the PCF for Shawna Lavigne part time police department employee at rate of $11.49 hour. (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)
Voted and approved 4-0

MOTION: To sign the PCF for Matthew Wolanczyk full time 40 hours week, highway personnel new hire replaces Bob Hoynaski

MOTION: To sign the PCF for Stephen J Hyde Jr. change in position and salary from fire fighter to fire fighter/emt with change in salary from $13.35 to $14.35. (BLANCHARD, ROY)





Voted and approved 4-0

VII. OPEN TIME FOR PUBLIC

There was a question as to what the procedure was to fill an elected board vacancy.     
9:30 P.M.
EXECUTIVE SESSION M.G.L. CHAPTER 39, §23B #3
ROLL CALL: DODS – AYE; PHELAN – AYE; BLANCHARD – AYE; ROY – AYE









Voted and approved 4-0

Chairman Dods announced they will not re-open regular session after the executive session.
Having no further business, the meeting was dissolved at 9:30 P.M.
Respectfully submitted
Regina Shea-Sullivan
