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Voted and approved 11-24-09

BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Tuesday, June 16, 2009
7:00 PM at Town Hall Meeting Room 
Present:
David McDougall, Chairman (arrived at 8:30)
Douglas Blanchard, Vice Chairman
Michael Phelan



Jess Dods
Ann Roy

Also Present:
Diana Schindler, Town Administrator
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Call to Order

SCHEDULED APPOINTMENTS
7:00 p.m.
Interview Alternate Plumbing & Gas Inspector – Tom Sears

The Select Board interviewed Tom Sears for the Alternate Gas & Plumbing Inspector.  

MOTION: To appoint Tom Sears as the Alternate Gas & Plumbing Inspector term to expire May 2010. (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)

Voted and approved 5-0



I.     
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

GSA Letter

Ms. Schindler informed the Select Board they received a letter form the U.S. General Service (GSA) for property on Coleman Road and Jonathan Judd Circle regarding vacant land.  There was discussion regarding the possible use for homeless or for disabled veterans.
MOTION: To submit a letter of interest to the appropriate person regarding their interest for a building for a home for someone that is a veteran and that person does not have to be from town. (BLANCHARD, DODS)
Voted and approved 5-0

The Board asked Ms. Schindler to notify the veteran’s agent, housing authority and the person who wrote the letter.

Community Housing Rehab Grant

Ms. Schindler also informed the Board of an email she received regarding a regional application for Community Housing Rehab.

MOTION: To proceed with the grant for Community Housing Rehab. (BLANCHARD, ROY)





Voted and approved 5-0
New General Ledger Accounts
Ms. Schindler informed the Board she received interest from residents who would like to donate money for Old Home Days in Southampton and Labrie Field.  The Accountant office will create an account for these two.  Ms. Schindler stated the funding for the hay would also go into that account.

MOTION: To set up accounts as necessary and to use the hay money into that account. (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)

Voted and approved 5-0

The Board also stated they would like to be the ones controlling the accounts.   
II.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN UPDATES



Upcoming Events/Meetings

Ms. Schindler stated there will not be a special town meeting on the 30th.  The Select Board will have their regular meeting on that date instead.



III.    
OLD BUSINESS

Re-appointment Police Officer –Richard Rix

MOTION: To re-appoint part time special police officer Richard Rix (ROY, PHELAN)






Voted and approved 5-0

Chapter 90 Projects Borrowing

MOTION: To go forward with the loan for $210,000 for Chapter 90 Project borrowing. (BLANCHARD, PHELAN)


Voted and approved 5-0

The Board signed the borrowing and Eileen Couture, Town Clerk notarized

Searle Property Review Purchase and Sale Agreement and Temporary Borrowing

Present: Charlie McDonald, Chairman of the Conservation Commission and Mark Kassis from Winding River

Ms. Schindler updated the Board and passed out a packet of information which included the purchase and sale agreement, the land map, the conservation restriction and the draft of the management agreement for their review.
Ms. Schindler further stated there have been some issues with the title and cannot locate the original deed which goes back to the 1700’s.  Today she received a report from the title examiner, genealogy from the family and records from the town.  There are still concerns.

Katie Klien, from Kopelman & Paige sent an email stating “Per our discussion, we received a preliminary report from our title examiner today.  He is in the process of preparing a memorandum to submit to the title insurance company representative about the title issues we have discussed at the Searle property.  One of the issues is whether the Edward C. Searle Jr. Trust owns 100% of the property upon which the conservation restriction will be imposed; the second issue is whether the boundaries of the property can be accurately described.  We will receive a deed from the Trust.  The title insurance company may also require that the Town do a confirmatory taking of the property to address the claims of persons, at this time unknown to us (if the claims exist at all).  This is commonly called a “friendly” taking.  Article 3 of the May 19, 2009 Town Meeting authorized acquisition of the conservation restriction by eminent domain.  It is my recommendation that the Board of Selectmen vote to approve a taking of this nature.  This would enable the Board of Selectmen, if the title company requires it, to execute an Order of Taking.  We would name the Trust and probably persons unknown.  If additional research reveals the name or names of persons who might have an interest, we would name them as well.  There is no need to award damages. 

A proposed motion is as follows:

I move to take, by eminent domain, that certain parcel of land shown as “Parcel 1-A-CR” on a plan entitled “Plan of Proposed Conservation Restriction in Southampton, Massachusetts Prepared for Edward C. Searle a/k/a Edward C. Searle Jr. Declaration of Trust,” dated June 1, 2009, as authorized by Article 3 of the May 19, 2009 Town Meeting.  No damages are awarded.

Selectman Blanchard stated his concerns regarding the sign that is going to be on the property, instead of saying no hunting or fishing it should say hunting and fishing by permission only and to call this number if they have questions.

MOTION: To sign the Purchase and Sale Agreement (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)





Voted and approved 5-0

MOTION: To sign the Conservation Restriction (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)






Voted and approved 5-0

MOTION: To sign the borrowing for $244,800 for the Conservation Restriction (BLANCHARD, PHELAN)

Voted and approved 5-0
The borrowing was signed in front of Town Clerk.

Bond Bill Prioritize

Selectman Blanchard addressed the Board regarding the meeting on Friday with Peter Kocot, he said the financial picture of Western Mass has become dismal and asked the town to prioritize their request.  The state does not have as much as they hoped.  The Board was to hash out the four requests.  Selectman Blanchard asked that a rep come forward tonight to explain and go from there.  Mr. Kocot suggested when prioritizing the list to think of the projects that will improve the quality of life, is it in process is there matching money or funding sources and how would it create jobs.
Chief Silvernail asked the Board what are they going to do with the building on the bond bill, he stated a decision should be made on what they are going to do with this building he recommended an engineering study completed.

There was further discussion regarding the future use of the current Town Hall.

MOTION: To determine the cost to bring the building up to code and to get a study done in two phases general and secondary police. (DODS, PHELAN)






Voted and approved 4-1






Selectman Blanchard nay

MOTION: Order or priority: Transportation Bond, Capital Bond, Bond 50000.  (DODS, ROY)




Voted and approved 5-0

Ms Schindler stated at previous meeting they discussed three options, she asked the board to decide on one of the options and narrow it down to two.  When looking at the Town Hall they have to look at the septic and the easement.

Chairman McDougall asked the Chiefs and Mr. Cauley about getting together to discuss a 15, 20 year plan, a course of action and would like to see what their vision is.

Sewer Infrastructure

Ms. Schindler decided not to apply, but stated they still have to discuss sewer infrastructure, and environmental problems, last year the board decided to form a committee of five people; a consultant will put together a cost estimate of a facility plan of having waste water to Westfield. 

Review the RFQ designer for Labrie Field

Ms. Schindler stated we are going out for bid for design, the board reviewed the draft, the committee will be doing all the meetings and recommendations.
MOTION: To post as advertised. (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)







Voted and approved 5-0

Labrie Field 

Ms. Schindler updated the Board and stated there is no action required, there was an interest from resident to donate money for Old Home Days in Southampton and Labrie Field.  The Town Accountant will create an account for these two.  Mr. Cauley asked if the hay could go into that account (Labrie Field) as well.

MOTION: to set up accounts as necessary and to put the hay money into that account, while the Select Board control the money going into the accounts. (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)


Voted and approved 5-0

Conservation Commission appointing Alternate members

Ms. Schindler stated she is researching this.
Conservation Restriction

MOTION: To go forth with the loan for $210,000. (BLANCHARD, PHELAN)






Voted and approved 5-0

The second borrowing is for the Searle Property.

Mr. Cauley stated he will install the sign.

Slattery Letter

Selectman Phelan asked Ms. Schindler if they received a response for the Slattery letter.  Ms. Schindler stated no.

IV. NEW BUSINESS

Cell phone policy

The Board asked Ms. Schindler if the policy has been drafted.  Ms. Schindler stated she did not get a chance to address that.  Police Chief Silvernail asked the Board to consider exempting the police department from that policy stating the officers use their phones when they don’t want to go over the air ways, he has already discussed this with his officers that they are not for private use.

V. OTHER CORRESPONDENCE AND SIGNATURES

VI. MINUTES OF MEETINGS, APPROVAL & SIGNATURES

06/02/09 & 05/05/2009

MOTION: To accept minutes of May 5th with the correction of Selectman Dods presence. (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)

Voted and approved 5-0

MOTION: To accept minutes of June 2nd as written. (BLANCHARD, DODS)






Voted and approved 5-0

VII. OPEN TIME FOR PUBLIC

Police Chief Silvernail informed the Board that he is out of expense money for the police budget and he is in need of $2,000.  The Board will be discussing transfers on June 30th.  
8:30 p.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION M.G.L. CHAPTER 39, §23B #3 Highway Contract


MOTION: to go into executive session (PHELAN, BLANCHARD)

ROLL CALL: DODS – AYE; BLANCHARD – AYE; PHELAN – AYE; ROY – AYE; 







Voted and approved 4-0


Vice Chairman Blanchard informed everyone they will not reopen in regular session.

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,    Regina Shea-Sullivan
