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2/06/08 Voted and approved 3-0-2

BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

Tuesday, January 8, 2008
7:00 PM at Town Hall Meeting Room
Present:   
Michael Phelan, Vice Chairman

     
Douglas Blanchard

David McDougall 
Also Present:
Diana Schindler, Town Administrator

Absent:
Jess Dods, Chairman and Ann Roy, Clerk
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Called to Order

SCHEDULED APPOINTMENTS

7:00 p.m.
Bill Hardy SEA- Sewer Infrastructure
Present: Mr. Hardy, and Ed Cauley Highway Superintendent.

There was a lengthy discussion regarding sewer infrastructure.  Mr. Hardy stated they looked at “in town treatment and out of town treatment”.  He also stated they looked at Westfield, Holyoke and Easthampton.  Mr. Hardy said it would be beneficial to the Town if to go to Easthampton if they were to go forward with sewer infrastructure.  He also stated there are two higher priorities the Ponds area and College Highway area.  The Board asked Mr. Cauley to contact the cities of Easthampton, Holyoke and Westfield to gather additional information.  The Board would like to meet with the business owners and would like to notify Kocot and Knapik.  
I.
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATES
Ms. Schindler informed the Select Board the following:

II.
BOARD OF SELECTMEN UPDATES


Upcoming Events/Meetings
Special Town Meeting on January 14, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. at the Norris Elementary School and following CPC hearing at 7:00 p.m.


Emergency Lighting at Norris Elementary School
Selectman Phelan stated he received a call from Dr. Barbara Ripa regarding the emergency lighting at the Norris Elementary School.  Selectman Blanchard stated from what he understood, in October a safety inspection was made from a company on the sprinklers and safety system in the school.  According to Mr. Collins, they did not receive this until December.  Selectman Blanchard was called last week with numerous emergency lighting concerns.  Selectman Blanchard stated they have an obsolete system and tried to get parts for it to make it functional.  It will be approximately two weeks.  Selectman Phelan stated we should have been notified before any of this occurred.  Ms. Schindler said this is a result when Richard Oleksak, Building Inspector and Steve Hyde, Acting Fire Chief went in to do the independent inspection and asked for a copy of the file. 
The Board would like to have a memo go out: that anytime there is any kind of inspection that has to deal with the Town Owned Building affecting the occupational use of the building the Selectmen want a copy.

7:20

III.
OLD BUSINESS
CPA re: Municipal Building Use/Larrabee School:

That will be discussed next week on the 14th.

Goals and Objectives
Tabled

Hampshire Regional Building Inspection Program

Tabled until budget process

Regional Dispatch

Table until budget process

Town Owned Property

Ms. Schindler stated Laurie Drive has four parcels that could be building lot and she is currently working on the other properties.
Recreational Needs Committee

Selectman Blanchard stated the Recreational Needs Committee met and they are looking at other possibilities regarding ball fields.

Capital Improvement Plan

Ms. Schindler stated their next meeting is scheduled for the 16th and they are waiting for each department head’s capital plan.

Job Description for Clerical Support

Ms. Schindler stated she is currently working on the draft and also working with the Planning Board.

Town Accountant Contract

Ms. Schindler updated the Board the Contract has expired but his appointment does not expire until 2009.

Housing Authority DHCD Appointment

Hank Barton will be meeting with the Housing Authority to discuss the possible appointment and will notify the Board.

Master Plan

The Select Board and the Planning Board are scheduled to meet on the 13th to discuss the Master Plan.  



DPW Director Position Evaluation Quotes

The Board rec’d three quotes for the DPW Director Position Evaluation:

Sandy from Human Services Inc. quoted $750.00, they would do everything that we requested in the scope of service except they would not come out to meet with the board because travel expense is where the cost is. 

Muncipal Resource Inc their quote is not to exceed $1500.00 they would have travel time.

Don Jacobs Consultant quote is $2000.00 and that is the flat fee.

Ms. Schindler stated the one thing she continued to hear from the persons, in order to fit the position into the marketing study the Selectmen should encourage the PPPB to update the wage plan.

There was a discussion as to where to get the money from to pay for the study. Selectman Phelan asked Ms. Schindler to find a funding source.

MOTION: To accept MRI proposal once Ms. Schindler finds a funding source. (BLANCHARD, MCDOUGALL)

Voted and approved 3-0



PVPC Energy Plan 
PVPC would like Town’s support PVPC energy plan.  They sent a memorandum of agreement and asked to have the Board to sign.  Ms. Schindler will make copies for the Board’s next meeting. 

7:40 p.m.
IV.
NEW BUSINESS
Selectman Phelan asked Ms. Schindler if she could call K&P regarding a seminar regarding Public Hearings.  Selectman Phelan suggested to have the meeting on an off time.  

V. OTHER CORRESPONDENCE AND SIGNATURES
State Primary Warrant

MOTION: To sign the State Primary Warrant (MCDOUGALL, BLANCHARD)







Voted and approved 3-0

Letter of Interest for ZBA

Michael Sacco sent a letter of interest for the ZBA.  Vice Chairman stated there is not an opening at this time because they are in the middle of a hearing.  The will reconsider the letter of interest when there is an opening.
Letter from Robert Floyd to the Board of Selectmen

Selectman Phelan asked to make sure all members have a copy of the letter and to be reviewed for the next meeting.

V. MINUTES OF MEETINGS, APPROVAL & SIGNATURES

12-18-07


 Tabled until next meeting
VI. OPEN TIME FOR PUBLIC
Mr. Gwinner (in audience) asked the Board when reviewing Sewer not to forget the rail trail, Greenway.

Mr. Gwinner stated to the Board he asked the Town Clerk for the 2007 minutes of the Planning Board’s meetings.  Mr. Gwinner stated there were three weeks on file, and he continued to state he just rec’d three more weeks.  Mrs. Laflam stated she will research to see if the minutes have been turned over and if they have copies.   Selectman Phelan asked Mrs. Laflam to find out at their next meeting if the minutes have been provided to the Town Clerk’s Office and if they have been is someone has kept a copy at their next meeting.
Mr. Gwinner also stated his concerns regarding the process of building permits with the Conservation Commission and the Planning Board.  He continued to say he was denied the permit because of snow.  Selectman Phelan stated they would like to have Mr. Gwinner and ConCom together after they had a chance to review the letter that was written from Conservation Commission to Mr. Gwinner regarding the building permit on Gilbert Road.  Selectman Phelan also suggested inviting Richard Oleksak as well.
Selectman asked to have a memo sent out reminding the Boards/Committee regarding the minutes.  

Board of Selectmen 2008 Schedule

The Select Board reviewed the calendar year 2008 schedule.  There was a change from meeting February 5th to February 6th.  Selectman Phelan asked to put on the agenda for the next meeting.

MOTION: To go into executive session. (MCDOUGALL, BLANCHARD)

Phelan – aye; Blanchard – aye; McDougall - aye











Voted and approved 3-0
Selectman Phelan notified the public they will close the open session meeting after the executive session.
Having no further business, the meeting was dissolved at 8:45 P.M.

Respectfully submitted

Regina Shea-Sullivan
